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had none of the details to which the hon,
member referred. In regard to the com-
plaints that the Government were getting
behind the IPublic Serviee Commissioner
and the Act in the appointmeni of fem-
porary employees, thal was not the case.
The nnmber of temporary employees had
heen swelled in connection with the ap-
pointiments to the Taxation Department;
but he had thonght it unfair to ask for
permanent appointments until Parliament
decided whether the Land and Tneome
Tax was to be reimposed. Now there was
no reason why many of the temporary
employees in the department should nol
be dispensed with and permanent ap-
pointments made. There was no ulterior
motive in these temporary appeintments;
they were only in the interests of the
departments and the State.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Refunds, £2,500—agreed to.

Vote—Tazxation, £9,553:

Mr. BROWN: The appoinfment of
Clizef Y.and Tax Assessor was most seand-
alous. There were dozens of good appli-
cants who had a general knowledge of
land values in this State, but the one
appointed was an officer who had some-
thing to do with the Mines Department
and bad no earthly knowledge of land
values, and yet was to be sole arbiter of
land valunes taxalion in this State and
would put taxpayers to the expense of
appeals. One wonld like to see the item
struck out.

Progress reported.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

Received from the Legislative Coun-
cil—

Workers’ Compensation Act Amend-
ment.

Fremantle Disused Cemetery.
House adjourned at 11.19 p.m.
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Railway Coal Supplies.
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The SPEA_KER. took the Chair at 4.30
p-mi., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Timber Tramways,
permits granted under the Land Acts.
2, Return showing vesumption of pas-
toral leases under the Land Aet.

QUESTION—TIMBER TRAMLINE,
LAVERTON-LANCEFIELD.
Mr. TAYLOR (without notice} asked
the Premier: Is there any objection to
laying on the Table all papers in connec-
tion with the granting of a permit to the
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Firewood Com-
pany to run a tramline from the Laver-
ton railway station to Lancefield? |
The PREMIER replied: I have no ob-
jection if the hon. member will move in
the ordinary way.

QUESTION—RAILWAY COAL SUP-
PLIES, COLLIE.

Mr. A. A, WILSON asked the Minister
for Railways,—1, What is the quantity
of eoal produced by each of the coal
companies operating in the Collie dis-
triet during the twelve months ended 31st
December, 1905. 2, What is the amount
of Government purchases from each com-
pany? 3, What is the amount of pri-
vate trade supplied hy each company?
4, What is the amount of bunkering
trade supplied by each company? 5,
What is the percentage of Government
trade sopplied by eaeh company? 6,
What is the percentage of private trade,
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ineluding hunkering supplied by each
company {2, 3, 4, 5, 6) for the 12 months
ending December 31st, 19087

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
‘replied: 1, Cardiff Coal Mining Co.,
Ltd., 24,358.37 tons; Collie Co-operative
Colliertes, Ltd., 31,493.18 tons; Collie
Propy. Coalfield of W.A., Lid., 35,326
tons; Collie Propy. Coalfield (No. 1 pit),
36,427 tons; Secottish Collieries Co.,
47,733 tous; total, 175,357.55 tons. 2,
Cardiff (loeo. coal), 19,802 tons 19ecwt.
3qrs.; Collie Co-op. (loco. coal), 21,022
tons 19ewt.; Collie Propy. (loco. ¢éeal),
50,380 tons dewt, 2q1s.; Seottish  (loeo.
eoal). 19,642 tons 1dewl. Iqr, Total,
111,048 tons l7ewt. 2qrs. 3 to 6, inclu-
sive. This information is not available,
but an effort will he made (o obtain same.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE BAT-
TERIES.

Re-arrangement of Churges.

Mr. TROY asked the WAlinister for
Mines: 1, In reply to a question prior to
the Christmas adjournment did the
Minister not state that the promised re-
arrangement of battery charges would
operate from the lst January, 19092 2,
Has that promise been given effect to?
3, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3, Because when
the promise was made I was under the
impression that the Mines Estimates
would have been dealt with and T would
have known the views of goldfields mem-
bers geuerally in regard to the proposed
new scale, which would have been ex-
plained when dealing with the Estimates,
so deferred the instruciions. I propose
to instruet that the new seale shall come
into force on Menday, February lst.

(Engineer, Lennonviile.)

Mr. TROY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is the Minister aware that the
engineer, whom he stated had heen
sent to re-erect the Lennonville battery
has not arrived at that locality? 2,
When was the engineer despatched? 3,
Will the Minister, recognizsing the urgent
need of the prospectors, give instruetions
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to push on with the re-erection of this
Battery?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, No. The engineer left Perth
with the object of overhauling the Len-
nonville battery. but pending the settle-
ment of insurances over the recent fire
his servieces have been utilised to earry
out eertain works required at Boogardie
battery, six miles distani. 2, The 15th
December, 1908 3, Yes.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL, FRE-
MANTLE OFFICE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Attorney
General: 1, What is the name of the
electoral registrar for the West Pro-
vince? 2, Where is his office located?
3, What is the postal address of the
registrar where claims may he forwarded
for envolment as electurs? 4, What is
the name of the electoral registrar for
the electoral distriets of Fremantle, South
Fremantle, North Fremantle, and Kast
Fremantle? 5, Where is his office loca-
ted? 6, What is the postal address of
the registrar where claims may he for-
warded for enrclment as electors? 7,
Is the Minister aware the electoral office
at Fremantle is only open ene day in each
week? 8, Where can citizens who wish -
to deposit claims for enrplment as elee-
tors do so  on the days the
office is elosed, to allow them the pri-
vilege of the Electoral Act which pro-
vides that claims must be deposited 14
days before enrolment as electors? 9,
Is the Minister aware that a youth at the
Fremantie Conrt House, just turned 17
vears of age, is appointed to give all in-
formation regarding electoral questions
to those persons desiring information?
10, Can a person who is not qualified to
be an elector, heing under 21 vears of age,
witness the signature of & person claim-
ing to be enrolled as an elector? 11, TIf
not, what is the use of appointing a per-
son under 21 years of age te control
the electoral office? 12, Ts the Minister
aware the only claim forms supplied to
the official at the court house are those
in use previous to the passing cf the pre-
sent Electoral Act? 13, Is rhe Minister
aware that though a notice is posted at
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the T'own Hall. Fremantie, tlat all in-
formation regarding electoral matters
may be oblained from a My, Gomme, at
the eourt house, Fremantle, no eclaim
forms were available when applied for?
14, Will the Minigter give some informa-
tion as to the intention of the depart-
ment regarding the Fremantle elecloral
office; the Minister having previously
siated the oflice 1s not closed?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL veplied:
1, Ernest Wells, 2, Electoral Depart-
ment, Barrack-street, Perth. 3, Elec-
toral Depariment, Barrack-street, PPerth.
4. L. A, King. 3. Eleetoral Department,
Barrack-street, Perth, and Town Hall,
Fremantle. 6, Electoral Department,
Barrack-street, Perth. and Fremantle
Town Hall. 7, Yes. 8, On any week day
when the clectoral office at the town
hall is closed elnims may be ledged by
hand at the court house, Fremantle, or
may be posted to thar place, or to the
Electoral Department, Perth. 9, T am
aware that the duty of receiving elee-
toral elaims and of giving necessary in-
formation in respouse to inguiries is en-
trasted to My, Gomme, assistant clerk
at the local ecoyrt house, Fremantle. 10,
No. 11. The clerk referred to is the person
whose duties enable him to best artend
to electoral elaims. 12, No. No forms
were supplied to the ecowrt house before
the posting of the notice of (he partial
closing of the electoral office at the
town hall, which was only effected yves-
terday.  The necessary forms are now
available at the court house. 13. The
notice referred to was anly pasted by the
electoral registrar vesterday morning,
and all neeessary forms have been sup-
plied to the eourt honse sinee then, 14.
Owing to the fact that praectically no
business is transacted at the Fremantle
ollice during the periods intervening be-
tween elections, and that the regisirar’s
services can be made uvse of during such
times at head office. it has bheen found
necessary. in the interests of economy. to
make the arrangements now carvied into
foree, viz.. to temporarily remove the
registrar to head office and keep the
Fremantle office npen for the transac-
tion of any husiness there may be on one
week day only, viz,, Wednesday. During
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other days of 1he week information will
be supplied, and forms and volls made
available at the court house, Fremantle.
Whenever required by ecivcumnstances,
adequate arrangements fo cope with in-
creased work will be made in time for
the convenience of the electors of the
West Provioce and the four Fremantle
distriets.  Until ihe vegistrar is again
removed from Perth to Fremantle, the
loeal oifiee in the town hall, Fremantle,
will he looked upon as a branch office.

QUESTION—MEDICAL, PRINCIPAL

QFFICER.

Alr. COLLIER asked the Premier: 1,
Has the Publie Serviee Commissioner
reeommended any person or persons for
the position of Principal Medical Officer?
2, If s0, what ave their names and whdt
appointments do they hold at present?
3. Have the Government approved of the
recommendation of the Commissioner ?
4, If the Government have not approved
of the Commissioner’s recommendation,
what are the reasons for such disap-
proval 2 3, Do the Government intend
to appoint Dr. Hope? If not, who do
they intend shall receive the appoint-
ment 2 6, Is it the intention of the
Giovernment, before making an appoint-
ment, to lay all the papers in connee-
tfion with the position on the Table of
the House ? If not, why not ?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Yes. 2,
As the appointment is now pending it
would he inadvisable to supply the in-
formation required. 3, No. 4, If the
Governor-in-Council  has  finally dealt
with the matter. in the event of a re-
commendation not being aceepied, the
reasons for non-acceptnace of the Com-
misstoner’s recommendation will be laid
on the Table, In accordanee with
the provisions of the Public Ser-
vice Aet. 3, Appowntments ave made on
the recommendation of the Publie Ser-
vice Commissioner, under the. provisions
of the Publie Service Act. 6, No, See
reply to question No, 2,

QUESTIOX—FIREWO0OOD SUPPLIES
EASTERN GOLDFIELDS.

Mr. HORAN asked the Premier: 1,

Daoes he anticipate any immediate short-
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age cf Hrewood <upplies to the Kalgoorlie
mines 7 2. If not, why wis the Cool-
gordie-Burbanks forest reserve rednced
in area by Gazette noiice on 18th De-
eember, 1908 7 3. If the (iovernmeni in
Aungust Inst satisfied themselves of the
necessity 1o extend the Coolgardie-Bur-
bauks reserve from the 23 to the 28
mile on 1he Widgemooltha Rajlway in
order to provide ample supplies tor Cool-
gardie and Burbanks mines, what speecial
circumstances have sinee arisen to war-
rant « reversal of that decision ?

The PREMILR replied: 1, No. 2,
Beeanse thai is the only avea: open to
small entters within a reasonable dis-
tance of Kalgoorlie, 3, Because it was
found afterwards that the covntry to
the south of the 28-mile, for some dis-
tatce, was practically devoid of timber
adjacent lo the railway.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SIDINGS,
WIDGEMOOLTHA LINE.

Mr. HORAN asked the Minisier for
Railwayvs: 1. Who were the applicants
for permission to construet a siding be-
tween the 25 and 28-mile on the Coul-
gardie - Widgemooltha  Railway ? 2,
What = the date of My. Connolly s latest
application T 3, Has it been approved !

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS
replied: 1. Thomas Connolly. 2, 12th
December, 1908. 5, The application will
be finally dealt =ith in the eourse of a
few dayvs.

QUESTION—TIMBER CUTTING,
TLLEGAL.

My, HORAN asked the Attorney Gene-
ral: 1. Was an applicaiion made on be-
half of John MeCarty for the remission
of part of fine imposed by Warden
Finneriy, ai Coolgardie. on Gih Decemn-
ber. 1908. for cutting timber illegally ?
2. If so, with what result 7 3. Was ihe
fine of £25 with £6 2s. 8d. costs inflicied
upon Thos. Oshorne at the sawe sitting
of the court for a similur offenice redusd
by one-half ? 4, If so, at whouse instiga-
tion and for what reason ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1. No. 2. See No. 1. 3. The fine of £25,
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1ogether with cosis £6 25, 8d.. was re-
dnced ro £18 12z 84, 1 am unaware if
the ease was heard ar ihe same sitting
of the conrt as that against John Me-
Carty. 4. The Aunrney Cieneval’s, re-
commended by the Resident Magistrate
owing to {he case being wme of a first
offence and the defendant being a person
of small means aiul not ahle fo pay the
fine imposed.

PAPERS—MINES PROSECUTION,
MALCOLM.

On motien by Mr, Teylor ordered :
That all papers in connection with the
prosecufion of Mr. Brimage by the In-
spector of Mines at Maleolm be laid upon
the Table.

BILL—-ROADS CLOSURE.

Introduced by the Premier, and read
a first fime.

ANXNUAL ESTIMATES. 19089,
In Committee of Supply.

Resuniedd from the previous day, M
Daglish in the Chair,

Treasury Department and Adminis-
trative Branches (Hon, Frank Wilson,
Treasurer) :

Vote—"Tnration, £9,533:

Item, Chief Tand Tax
£350 (six months),

Mr. BROWN moved—

Thal the item be struck oul.

His abject was to protest against the maost
wretched selection ever made by the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner. Here was a
gentleman selected to fill the position of
Chief Land Tax Asseszor who had heen
emploved as a draftsman in the Mines
Department for ten or twelve vears, and
who had absalntely no knowledge of land
values. 1t was a most scandalons thing
that the Government should have agreed
to the appointtient,  The appointment
would ¢nst the taxpavers thousands of
pounds in appeals against Lis decisions,

My, HUDSON : Tt was his intention to
support (he amendment, because it
seemed to him that the department would

A=sessor, at
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be landed into a great deal of expense.
When it came to be considered that the
revenne last year from land and in-
come fax was only £18,000, and ii ecost
£4,000 to collect it; a matter of 22 per
eent,, it seemed to him that there had been
a good deal more expense incurred than
was necessary. With regard to this par-
ticular item, although he was not par-
ticularly opposed to the individual, he
knew as a matter of faet that some work
had already been done by officers selected
by whom he did not know, certainly not by
the Publie Service Commissioner, and he
thought also, without the personal con-
eurience of the Treasurer. In one par-
ticular lie knew of one man who went to a
country town te make an assessment, and
although ke was an estimable gentleman,
personally, he simply had no knowledge
of his business, and it was a matter for
ridieule in the town that such an indivi-
dual should have been sent there. If this
gentleman’s appointment was to continue,
we would be landed in inbumerable ap-
peals, and beside the tax put upon the
people, they would have to go to con-
siderable expense m fighting valuations,
and the eountry would be put to the ex-
pense of defending the valuations of the
officer who was incapable.

The TREASURER: It was rather
astonishing to find an hon. member pro-
posing to strike out the item, while the
hon. member who had just spoken, with-
out any reason, said he would support
the amendment. The hon. member did
not say the officer in question was in-
capable, but gave as his reason that the
department was costing too muebh or was
likely to cost too mueh. The department
was ineomplete without a land tax asses-
sor. This appointment had heen wanted
for some months, and the Government
bad only refrained from making the
permanent appointment until it was
known that the House was going to re-
impose the tax.

Mr, Butcher: Will you define his duties
before you sit down?

The TREASURER: Certainly not,
because he was incapable of doing that.
He was afraid members would have to
rely upon the Public Service Commis-
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sioner, upon whose recommendation the-
appointment was made.

Mr. Bath: The officer has to value land,
and therefore must have some knowledge:
of it.

The TREASURER: The officer had
that knowledge. The Public Service
Commissioner had gone into the matter
fully; he had selected this gentleman who-
was previously employed in the Mines.
Department, as being a man eapable of
filling the position,

Mr. Brown: But the public treat it as
a joke.

Members: What is his name?

The TREASURER: Mr. Barlee, who.
was Chief Drafisman in the Mines De-
partment.  This gentleman had held a
responsible position, and surely members.
would not condemn him because the man
in the street did not approve of the ap-
pointment. He had been a surveyor be-
forve filling the appointment in the Mines
Department. The Public Service Com-
missioner who had appointed the officer,
had probed the matter to the bottom.
He had all the applications sent to him,
and selected Mr. Barlee as the best man..
If the man was capable according to testi--
monials put in, and had served well in
other departments, and if the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner recommended him for
the position, that was good enough for
the Government. Whether that was so
or not, it was rather a bad way to pro-
t{est against the appointment by moving
to strike out the item. We wanted the
Land Tax Assessor, and we wanfed him
badly. There was plenty of work to do,
and someone must fill the post.

Mr. TROY: Mr:. Barlee was an officer
of the Mines Department, and what he
knew about that officer was to his eredit,.
but grave doubts were expressed regard-
ing his ability to Bll' this position, and he:
too was inelined to think that the Public
Service Commissioner’s choice was not a
good one, while he was amazed that the
Government should have accepted the re-
commendation, The Treasurer told the
Committee with an air of sincerity and
earnestness that fthe Government fol-
lowed the Public Service Commissioner’s.
advice, and that they would not question
his recommendation. What he would
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like to know was, whether the Govern-
ment would be prepared to lay the papers
on the Table of the House regarding the
appointment of this officer. He did not
wish te sayv anything detrimental, hecanse
he knew of nothing that was detrimental
to him, but he did feel that a wiser choice
might have been made. The appoint-
ment was one in which the greatest pos-
sible care should bave been exercised
and the best possible man should have
heen selected. He felt that the officer
was transferred to this department be-
cause it was essenbtin] thal some place
should be found for him,

The PREMIER: The suggestion that
the papers should be laid on the Table
of the House, was not a wise one in
connection with personal matters. There
were men who had made applications,
and who having been unsuccessful, pre-
ferred that the public should know noth-
ing abont their applications. Very often,
the placing of sueh papers on the Table
of the House had a bad effect on a man
whe was engaged by a private employer.
With regard to this particular appoint-
ment, the gentleman who was first of all
seleeted  was My, Hogarth, at present
Inspecting Suorveyor in the Land Titles
Department, a man well qualified for the
position, and who had a wide knowledge
of land values throughout Western Aus-
tralia; both in eountry lands, and in his
capacity as Inspecting Surveyor of Titles
he had had many opportunities of mak-
ing himself thareughly acquainted with
the value of town lots. After he was
appointed, for some reason or other he
withdrew. There was an idea that there
was not the same certainty about the
new position that there was about the
position he was occupying.  Another
surveyor, Mr. Sainsbury, was appointed,
and he too withdrew, and afier some
few months, he (the Premier) suggested
it should he possible to .nd some other
gentleman whe had the required experi-
ence. The Public Service Commissioner
was zaticfied from the knowledge he had
of Mr. Barlee’s gualifications, and from
the fact that he had heen in the field
for a considerable time as an assistant
surveyor, and being also a good drafis-
man, which was a very necessary (uali-
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fiention for this particular position, that
he would be quite competent to fll the
position. The Commissioner of Taxa-
tion had impressed on ihe Government
the necessity of making this appoint-
ment, and had declared himself perfectly
saltisfed that My Barlee would make a
capable oflicer. In consequence that re-
commendation had heen approved by
Executive Counecil.

AMr. BCTCHER: ¥on. members would
realise the neeessity for the appuintment
of an assessor orv assessors under the
Act. For his part. however, he ques-
tiened the advisability of appointing
any one individual to do the work. He
did not see how one man eould have the
necessary knowledge for assessing all the
lands in Western Australin. Such an
officer would he called upon to express
opinions as to the values of land, mil-
lions of acres of which he had never
seen. He would be asked to assess the
value of agricultural lands in respect to
which he had had no experience, and he
would be asked to value eity and sob-
urban land. It seemed ifo him (M.
Butcher) there was probably no one man
in Western Australia capable of flling
the bill. Nothing short of a board of
three good men wisely selected could
possibly give satisfaclion. He conld
elaim a personal friendship with Mr.
Barlee, whom he believed to be =
thoroughly capable officer in the posi-
tion he had been filling. As to whether
that gentleman would be a success in
his new eapacity, he (Mr. Butcher) was
extremely doubtful, although he sin-
cerely hoped he would be. He would not
assist the member for Perth io striking
out the item.

AMr. BROWN: It would have heen far
better to have c¢hosen for the post some-
one who bad travelled the country over.
So far as he knew, Mr. Barlee had not
been out of Perth for the last 10 years.
He hoped the Committee would strike out
the item, in order that an opportunity
might be afforded of securing for the
post somebody more conversant with the
values of land. Thousands of pounds
would be entailed in appeals against the
decisions of the officer appointed, who
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knew little or nothing of the land values
of the Siate.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
perhaps desirable to place before the
Committee the veal issue to be decided
if a divisiom were te be taken on the
amendment. In the first place the necessity
was not challenged of appointing a land
assessor.  What seemed to be challenged
was the wisdom of the appointment of a
particular individual. It that werve the
only econsideration it appeared to him
that the Committee were now acting as
a court to revise appointmmenis made by
the Publie Service
that too without evidence before them
of the abilitiex of the several applicants,
and as o whether or uot the Publie
Service Commissioner had selected the
best of those applicants. The question
was not as fo the working of the Publie
Service Aet, but as to whether the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner. having inves-
tigated the files, papers and documents
bearing on the capabilities of the dif-
ferent applicants had recommended the
best man available, He (the Attorney
General) did not know whether any hon.
member was justified in saving that the
Commissioner had not recommended the
best man available: yet that waz pre-
ciselv what the Committee would he do-
ing if they agreed to strike out the item.

Mr. TAYLOR: Tt seemed that the
appointment had been made by the Pub-
fie Serviee Commissioner in aeeordance
with the Publie Serviee Act. Lf ihat
were 5o, then in the absence of any evid-
ence as to the incapacity of the suecess-
ful applicant, he (My. Tavlor) could not
support thie amendment moved by the
member for Perth,  The Committee had
no knowledge of the qualitications of the
varions applicants as submitted for the
consideration of the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner.  The appointment had heen
made by the Public Service Commis-
sioner: or rather he had recommended
ta the Government the man whom e eon-
sidered moat capable of fitling the posi-
tion. It seemed thai since the appoint-
meat had been made many mnore capable
men had been looking for the position,
However that was no reazon why the
Commitiee should strike out the item
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with the object of once more opening
up the guestion, He would support the
item.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vole put and passed.

Vore—Miscellangous Services, £95,365

Ltem. Home of Peace, £300.

Mr. BROWN,; People well able to pay
for thelr maintenanee in other institu-
rions weve at the present time paying
255, a week as tmates of the Home of
Pence. He knew of one who had been
well able to pay three guineas in the St.
John ot God's Hospital, but whe, find-
ing it much cheaper in the Home of
Peace, had removed o thal insttution.
She was there to-day. She was the
owner of land in Wellington-street on
whieh was standing a number of cot-
tages. In view of this. he moved as &
protest agaiust the continuance of this
gsort of thing—

That the item be reduced by £50.

The TREASURER: The case referred
to by the member for Perth was one of
which he {the Treasurer) had previously
heard nothing., Tf it were as the member
for Perth zaid, then lie {the Treasurev)
agreed with  him ibat sueh o person
ought nnt to be an inmate of the Home
of Peace,

Heon, F. H. Piesse: Provided she ean
el inte some other institation,

The TREASURER : The Home of
Peace was nat for persons who could
afford to pay at other and perhaps more
expensive institutions. Tt was a publie
institution managed by a committee,
with public accounts, under public sup-
ervision, and the subsidy of the Govern-
ment was paid only on a basis of pound
for pound on the subseriptions of rhe
weneral publie.  Therefore it appeared
to bim that if the eomplaivt of the mem-
her for Perth were to be made to the
committee the matter would be rectified.

Mr. Brown: Complaints have heen
niarde, bot nothing bas heen done,

The TREASURER: At any rate the
Government only eontributed pound for
pound on the voluntary contributions.
He dd not think the reduction of the
item would serve any good pwrpose. If
no gend result was heing abtained from



Annnal Estimales :

the item the Commiftee ought to wipe
it out altogether. The Teader of the
Opposition was a member of the com-
mitiee, on which many prominent eifi-
zens of Perth had places. That being
s0. it was hard to realise that the com-
mittee would condone such a use of the
institation as the member for Perth had
pointed to. Now that the matter had
been brought under notice he {the Trea-
surer] fely sure that some action would
be taken.

Mr. BATH: Even if there had been
any truth in the eomplaint of the mem-
ber for Perth it would not he aszsisling
the object of the institution—whieh was
to provide a home for incurables—to re-
«duce the Government subsidy, Tt would
merely be making it all the more neces-
sary for the committee to look for those
who could pay the sum of 23s. per week.

Mr. Brown: Indigent persons are being
kept out of the Home.

Mr. BATH: It was only natural that
with a pepulation of 260,000 there should
he some for whow acecommodation eould
et be found in the institution. The
Federaled Miners’ Union on the gold-
fields, the Fremantle Lumpers’ Union,
and other organisations had been so
satisied with the work accomplished by
the Home of Peace that they had made
a regular practice of furnishing dona-
tions to that institution. With this prac-
tical lestimony to iis value from semi-
public bodies, he (Mr. Bath) ihought it
would be wrong to reduce the grant as
desired by the member for Perth. Op-
porfunity c¢ould he taken at the proper
time to bring the matter under the notice
of the Committee.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: This institution
was established 13 years ago by people
anxious to provide a place to take in
those considered Incurable, more es-
pecially the indigent incurable: but if
what was mentioned by the member for
Perth had been done to the exelusion of
those not able to pay, steps should be
taken to prevent its recurrence. The in-
stitution had filled a great want and was
much appreciated, and everything should
be done to help it, and it was a question
for the management committee to con-
sider whether paving patients chonld he
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admitied so long as it was not done to
the exclusion of others. The member for
Perth should withdraw the amendment
having drawn attention fo the matter and
the Treasurer having expressed his in-
tention to take action if necessary.

My, TAYLOR: What class of indi-
gent incurable patients were adinitted to
the institution?

The Treasurer: All classes. I do not
think excepiion is taken iv auy class.

Mr. TAYLOR: It was snid that con-
sumptive paiienis were not admitted.

Mr. Batk: They are not.

Mr. TAYLOR: There was not sufli-
cient provision made in thiz Siate for
patients suffering from econsumption.

The T'reasurer: We have a hospital at
Coolgardie for them.

Mr. TAYLOR: Later there would be
opportunity for passing some observations
on fhat institution as to the way in which
some patients not able to finance them-
selves were tréated by the State., Western
Auslralia had the reputation of possess-
ing a climate suitable for the recovery of
consumptive patients, =so that people
came heve from all parts; therefore the
question of treating consumptive patients
was of great moment te the State. The
amendment of the member for Perth
should nof he pressed because it would
not reach the object aimed al. It seemed
peculiar that anv person possessing the
means to pay elsewhere should be ad-
mitted to a howe founded for those un-
able to provide for ihemselves. It was
hardly fair that paying patients should
oo in beeause i was cheaper than any
other institution while the eclass of
patients for which the institution was
built was kept out.

Mr. Butcher: Is that the case?

Mr. TAYLOR: The place was praeti-
cally full, and if there were any in the
institution in a position to pay for care
in another instifution they should not be
allowed te remain in this home to the
exclusion of those for whom the home
was built: and while the Government
coniributed a cerfain portion of the up-
keep. members were jusiified in putting
forward their views on the question and
in giving the Government a direetion in
the matter, There was no reason for
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doubting the member for Perth. The
hon, member’s wife was on the committee
of management of the institution.

Mr. BOLTON: This was a most ex-

cellent institution. He had recently had
occasion to apply for the admission of a
poor destitute wonian pronounced ineur-
able, and he had received the hest of at-
tention, everything being arvanged for
bim surprisingly quickly. There had been
a doubi in his mind as to whether the
same cousideration would be given to this
woman as to a patient contributing to-
wards the upkeep of the institution, but
there was no distinction made; the woman
was received into the institution in a few
days after applieation was made and had
nothing but praise for the home ever
since. The irem should not be decreased,
but should rather be increased because
the institution was doing wonderfully
good work. Any suspicions he had that
it was “a bit classy” had been entirely
removed from his mind.
Mr. HUDSON: There were other ex-
eellent institotions, to wit the hospitals
in the back country whose subsidies had
been reduced to 15s. in the pound. Wounld
the Treasurer explain why the distine-
fion was made in this ease ¢

Mr., JOHNSON: The general admini-
stration of the Home of Peace reflected
great credit on the committee of mana-
gement. It was a central insiitution for
the incurable, and consequently one that
could not be establisbed in the various
centres of the State. There was room
for complaint as to the aection of the
Government in connection with the sub-
sidy to out-back hospitals, but it wounld
be nnfair to attack this item on that ae-
count. [here would be opportunity later
on for prolesting against the Govern-
ment’s parsimonious poliey in conneetion
with the out-back hospitals, but this vote
shonld not be used as an opportunity
for diseussing that quesiion. We should
give the commiitee managing the Home
of FPeace all the assistance we could.
The cost per patient reflected credit on
the management; and when we realised
the good the bome was doing, the as-
sistance given to lhe community, and the
consolaiion gziven to those incurables,
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members must give the committee every
enconragement.

Mr. BROWN: No one had commented
on the management ¢of the institution.
He conld not be aceused of deing that,
his wife having been a member of the
commiitee of management for some
vears past, but it was never intended
that this home should receive patients
with an income of £3 or £4 a week. A
perscn in the position of the patient re-
ferred to was not a fit subject for chani-
table relief. It was to be hoped the Trea-
snrer would give an assurance that the
case would be inquired into.

The Treasurer : 1f the hon. member
would give him the name of the patient
privately lte would make full inquiries
intu the matter.

Me. BROWN: There were many ap-
plicaiions from persons who were abso-
[utely penniless now awaiting considera-
tion, but il was impossible to admit them
to the institution as there was no room.
Surely su¢hk persons should bave a
priority over those who were financially
strong enough to do without charitable
relief. He desired to withdraw the
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Item, Fire Brigade Board and Fire
Brigades—contribution  and  subsidy
{maximum subsidy £250), £1,750,

My, TROY: On looking at the public
accounts he had noficed that of the tatal
subsidy of £1,750 the Boulder fire brigade
received no less a sum than £981 9s., or
nearly one-half. How could that brigade
receive so much money, and why was
such generosity shown io the Boulder
brigade when there were some 30 other
brigades in the State which combined
only received abont the same sum as the
brigade in question ?

Mr. HOLMAN: Tt was easy to see
that the present system of distributing
the grant was not fair. He was dis-
gusted that the Government bad not
brought down a Bill compelling a fair
allotment of the Government grant, and
to make the insurance companies pay &
quota towards the upkeep of the bri-
gades. The present system was deplor-
ahle, for unless the members of the
hrigades begged for money they could
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not gel any grant. The reason why the
Boulder brigade received so much was
that the people had subseribed generously
towards the funds and had assisted the
brigade in their demonstration. Money
was eollected for the brigades by the
holding of soeials, dancex, conecerts and
the giving of band performances, and the
Government subsidy of pound for pound
was provided. There was a proviso,
Lhowever, that the subsidy should not be
given on funds granted by ithe muuicipal
councils, Evidently the reason why re-
ference was made to the maximum snb-
sidy being fixed at £250 was becaunse one
brigade had veceived so much last vear.
The Government should have brought
in a Fire Brigades Bill in order to com-
pel the local authorities and the insur-
ance companies of the State each to pay
a fair quota. In the alternative the
amount available for distributicn should
be allotted, and each brigade should be
given a fair share instead of one eentre
being granted the bulk of the grant.
During the past 14 or 15 vears the insur-
ance companies had not contribuled more
than £3 towards the upkeep of the fire
brigade system other than in conneetion
with the Perth and Fremantle brigades.
In the Eastern States the companies
were compelled to pay their share.

The Atiorney Gemeral : The Bill was
brought down last session but was
dropped in another place.

Mr. HOLMAN: What was the use of
‘having the measure sent to another place
and having it tossed out there 3 The
measure introduced last session was not
-a safisfactory one, and it was only be-
-cause provision was made therein for
making the insuranece companies pay
their quota that it passed this House.

The Attorney General: That is a very
gevere criticism.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was easy to criti-
cise it much more severely, but there
was no necessity to do so mow. The
position with all Bills was that anything
the Government brought down, whether
it was for the benefit of the State or not,
received the blindl sapport of Ministerial
supporters.  Members ecame inty the
‘Chamber and voted without knowing
what the question was, and as he had
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gaid before, if a motion were introduced
to hang some members, those on the Min-
isterial side would vete for it without
knowing what they were doing.

The Attorney General : There would
be a large majority if there were a
motion to hang you.

Mr. HOLMAN: Without doubt a
great deal would be done to him (M.
Holman) if the Ministry had the power,
but, fortunately, men of brains had sumne
power in the House, and the Ministry
had not their own way. The insurance
companies should pay either two-fifths
or one-third towards the upkeep of the
brigades, and the whole system should
be placed on a proper footing.  Ad-
mittedly the Government had given fair
consideration in the past by granting
money o the brigades and assisting
them with their demonsirations. In
fact, they had been more than generous
on some oceasions, but it was not right
that the Government and the municipal
councils should pay everything towards
the upkeep and the insurance ecompanies
nething.

Me. BOLTON: As had been pointed
ont, the Boulder brigade had received
nearly £1,000 last year. It was provided
that the Government should pay a sub-
sidy of pound for pound for all money
subseribed to brigades, but in this parti-
cular ease it seemed evident that the
Government had been ‘‘got at’’ as, in-
stead of paying pound for pound on
subscriptions only, they had paid a sub-
sidy on the reeeipts from the fire brigades
demonstration. With the exception of
Perth no other than the Boulder brigade
had reeeived meore than £103. TUnfor-
tunately the money bad been paid to
the Boulder brigade, but it would be
remembered that some time ago a resolu-
tion was adopted ecalling on certain muni-
cipalities that had been overpaid to re-
fund the money to the State, and it
would surely be quite possible to get
some of the money back from the
Boulder brigade. If the Treasurer in-
quired inte the matter he would certainly
find that the subsidy was paid illegally,
as it had been granted sclely on the sub-
seriptions collecied for the brigade.

*
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My, Holman: All the brigades received
grants i the past on the demonstrations.
Mr. BOLTON: The eountry should not
be bled in that manner.

My, HUDSON: The wember for Muar-
chison (Mr. Holman) had said the Gov-
ernment subseribed pound for pound on
all money raised by the brigades through-
oot the State. He had a complaint to
make on that score, for the fire brigade at

Norseman. which had been in existence for .

some years and had done excellent work,
had raised a considerable sum of mouey;
but, notwithstanding repeated applica-
fions to the Treasury, bad not received
a subsidy of one penny. Recently, when
the Minister for Mines visited Norseman,
he made specific promises in regard to
this matter, but they had not been ful-
fllled. He was not swrprised at that, but
the application of the Norseman brigade
should certainly have received considera-
tion from the Treasurer, especially when
a grant of nearly £1,000 had been made
to one goldfields brigade. ‘

The TREASURER.: An error was made
when it was said that he had made a
special grant to the Boulder bhrigade;
there was no option to him but to make it.
It was decided that a subsidy of pound
for pound should be granted on the sum
raised by bripades.

Mr. Belton. By subscription?

The TREASURER : When the applica-
iton for the grant eame in he queried it
and sent for the aceountant, but he was
assured thal the collection boxes had been
produced, that the amount had been certi-
fied to by the auditors, and that the bank
slips showed the amount paid in had
been subscribed; under that evidence the
subsidy was granted. The rnle was that
pound for pound should be paid on all
subseriptions collected. Each membher
had a collecting hook.

Mr. Bolton: Tf wvou had a hundred
pounds werth of trophies, would it be fair
to give £100 subsidy?

The TREASTRER.: That was not done.,
He promized to make farther inguiries,
and if he found that any money had been
wrongly pabd, steps would be {aken to
deduet i, Tu order 1o put a limit on the
amaount, he had provided on the Estimates
this year that it should noi exceed £250.
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Other fire brigades in the past had col-
leeted large nwounts. Leonora, for in-
stance in vue vear gof something over
£300.  With vegard to the complaint from
Norseman, this place had had special
grants (otalling £475 tor fire brigades.

Mr. Hudson: Not in recent years,

The TREASURER: No. heeause they
did nat eolleet anyvthing.  Ar any rate
there wus no evidence in the Treasury
ot any  collections.  They eould claim
poutid for pound subsidy, aud there was
nothing to preveni them from deing that
if they proved they had collected contribu-
Sious.

Mr, Audson: T know they have.

The TREASURER: A noté wauld he
wade of the matter.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With
regard to the Fire Brigades Amending
Bill, it was obvious that it could not be
brought down this session. The measure
was hrought down in the session hefere
last, and as it was framed, if was
eminently suitable for Kalgoorlie, but it
did not commend itself to members oppo-
site.  The measare subsequently was
nwonlded differently, bot it did not meet
with the approval of the Kalgooriie
council, or the superintendent of the Fire
brigades at Kalgoorlie. This oflicer was
satisfied that the caveer of the purely
volunteer fire brigades was coming to an
end in Australia, and he remarked frinm
long experience, a small paid brigade was
infinitely more effective than the volunteer
brigade. The Bill wonld be bronght down
at an early date next session, and what-
ever the views of hon. members might Le.
he hoped that they would give the measure
ealm  consideration, and endeavour (o
make it workable.

Mr. HOLMAN: The system which Lad
proved snccessful in Victoria, had been
in vogue there for over 20 years, and was
the best fire brigade system in the world,
and the most successful, and least ex-
pensive. If was a system in which over
100 Drigades and over 1,000 fivremen
worked, and it was that which we desired
to see introduced in Western Australia.
He hoped the amending Fire Brigades
Bill would be among the first introduced
next session, and that its provisions would
contain one which would eompel the in-
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HilTRiCe culupailies to puy sowelbing lo-
wards the upkeep of the brigades. At
the present time, they reaped the whole
of the benefit, and paid nothing for it.
The reason why the Boulder amount
seemed so large last year, was that the
Boulder people subscribed very liberally
to send their representatives to the East-
ern States. They then conducted a de-
monstration, and the Governmeot gave
pound for pound on the donations re-
ceived. It was found in Cue and other
places where people subseribed wost,
they got the most, but he had advoeated
that that was unfair, and undesirable,
aud the sooner legislation was introdueced
to alter the system, the better it would
be for everyone.

Item, Lawlers fire hrigade—Initial Ex-
penses, £35:

Mr. OLOGHLEN: How was it that
there was such a disparity between this
and the other amounts, most of which
were for £100? '

The TREASURER : This was the sum
applied for.

Tiem, W. J. Westhoven—services ren-
dered in C.8. Aceountant’s office, £50:

Mr. TROY: Would the Treasurer in-
form the Committee why this amount was
paid.- The officer had left the serviee,
and it was presumed that he had left of
his own aceord.
~ The TREASURER: This officer was
originally in the Fisheries Depariment,
and received £170 per annum. He was
transferred some four years ago to the
Accountant’s hranch of the Colonial See-
refary’s Deparfment as bookkeeper at the
same salary.

Mr. Taylor: He was taken over at the

iime of the reorganisation of the aceount-

ant’s braneh in 1903.

The TREASTURER: That was abont
the time. He was taken over af the same
salaryv, but there was a taecit .understand-
ing that when the position was classified
by the Public Serviee Comissioner, he
would receive the minimum salary what-
ever that wns. The position was classified
at a minimum of £270, but still the officer
was kept on for a period of 21 months.
drawing the salary of £175 per annum.
notwithstanding that he applied over and
over again for recognition of his serviees,
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aid the fulliliwent of whal be alleged o
be ihe understanding arrived at at the
time of the transfer. During the absence
in Lngland of five months of Mr. Camp-
hell, the accountant, Mr. Westboven filled
Mr. Campbell’s position, and did it very
creditnbly indeed. Notwithstanding that
the classifieation was £270 minimum, the
Commissioner could only provide £260
for the position. Then this officer re-
signed, hecause he thought le had been
treated badly, and he (tbe Treasurer)

thought so 1on. The department lost
a good man, That was opne of the

anoualies of the classification. An offieer
was classified to fill ihe position at a
winimum of £270; and it did seem absurd
that while it was not possible to give the
position to this olticer, a stranger should
subsequently be brought in to fill the va-
caney, and draw the wminimum salary.
Mr. Westhoven applied for a retiring al-
lowange, and in view of the faet that he
had filled the position of acting aceount-
ant for five months, the Government
thought he should be recompensed, and
granted him £80. The elaim was for
nearly double that amount, but £30 was
agreed upon.

Item, Members of Parliament, free
passes over the Midland Railway Line,
£330

Mr. HBOLMAN: The accommodation
supplied by the Midland Railway Coum-
pany was not altogether satisfaetory, and
he would like to know why this sum of
money was paid to the company vear
after year. Travelling over ihat line dur-
ing the last few months, especially during
the hot weather, one found that old dog
boxes were used, and in some of the
irains there was only one lavatory car. A\
large uumber of women and children
al=a travelled on that line. and they should
receive better consideration than was
given by the company at ihe presert
time. The time had arrived when nothing
else but lavatory cars should he used an
the line. The question was a serious one,
and cven if it were found necessary to
exchange more of the Government lava-
Lory compartments for semi-ohsolete com-
partments of the company, it would be
hetter in the interests of ihe travelling
public that this should be done.
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Mr. TROY: Any person travelling on
the Midland line would readily acknow-
ledge that the conditions were scandalous.
The Treasurer could see for himself that
this was trne if he would but go down
and inspect the Midland Company’s train
hefore it started on its journey. It was
a common thing to find in one compart-
ment without a lavatory, men, women
and children packed like sheep, with 600
miles of a journey before them. From
time to Hme the Government had made
some very great coneessions to the Mid-
land Railway Company; yet the company
had not kept faith with the Government.
The least the Government could now do
was to endeavour to secure from the Mid.
land Company a hetter traffic service. He
(Mr. Troy) had several times written
to the company on the subject. The reply
he had got on one occasion was that the
company were running the service to
make a profit and not in the interests of
the people. Surely the Government could
manage to influence the Midland Com-
pany in the direction of providing better
conditions.

Mr. HEITMANN: The amount set
down seemed very large. It would be ad-
visable if the Treasurer, instead of grant-
ing a lamp sum would, for six menths or
12 meonths, issue passes to members wish-
ing to travel over the line.

The Treasurer : This has been the
amount of the item for a good many
years. It has not varied.

Mr. Bolton: But each year it has been
questioned.

Mr. HEITMANN : The accommeodation
provided for the general public on the
Midland line from Midland Junection to
Geraldton; and on the Government line
from QGeraldton to Cue, was absolutely
disgraceful and wounld not be tolerated in
any other part of the world. Time after
time the Government had been ap-
proached with a view to procuring a bet-
ter service, but still the same old order
was allowed to continue.

Mr. TAYLOR : It was not at all
certain that the amount of the item was
out of the way. Still he was convinced
that the Government ought to try and
enforce hetter conditions on the Midland
Company’s line. There was in existence
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the original agreement between the Mid-
land Company and the Government, which
gave the Government power to compel
the company to afford the travelling
public the same facilities as were to be
found on the Government railways. If
that agreement were enforced it would
meet the wishes of the travelling public.
All who travelled over the railways of
the State eulogised the Government sys-
tem and condemned that of the Midland
Company. Under the agreement referred
to, the Governent had ample power to
enforce the provision by the eompany of
a reasenable service.  The complaints
nmade by members who had to travel over
that line to their constituencies should be
accepted as ample proof that an improve-
ment was required. The average man
eould of course put up with a little hard-
ship when travelling, but women and echil-
dren of tender years coming down ont
of a.climate like that of the Murchison
on a long tedious journey to Perth onght
to be considered by the company. He
hoped the Treasurer wonld go into the
matter and see if it were noi possible
to enforee the original agreement.

Ttem, Ministerial and Parliamentary
visits, Stafe ceremonials, ete.,, £1,000 :

Mr. JACOBY : This item had heen set
down at £500 last year, notwithstanding
which £1,127 had been spent. For this
year the item was estimated at £1,000.
Some explanation should be forthcoming
as to the reason why so mueh more had
been spent than was voted last year. For
his part he thought the amount eounld well
be rednced. There was for instance the
cost of opening and eclosing Parliament,
which meant a considerable sum. He
would submit that this eould be reduced
and that the amount spent on military
display on such oceasions would be far
hetter expended as a subsidy to rifle
clubs. He hoped the Treasurer would be
able to give the Committee some informa-
tion as to how the money had heen spent
and why it had been necessary to expend

‘so. much on Ministerial and Parliament-

ary visits. In order to secure an expres-
ston of opinion from the Committee as
to whether it was advisable to go on with
all this frill, he moved—

That the 7lem be reduced by £500.
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Mr. WALKER: On a previous oceca-
sion he had drawn attention to the faet
that the expenditure under this item was
being presented in a Juwp sum. The re-
port of the Auditor General for the year
before last had contained a detailed ac-
count of the ineidental expenses of Min-
isterial and Parliamentary visits, eteetera.
Members were then in a position fo
know how the money was being spent.
Now, however, it was presented as a bare
figure, although he noticed that it was an
inereasing one. It was extraordinary that
last year, while only £500 was voted,
£1,127 should have beeu spent. Possibly
some of this would be found stowed
away ai Rottnest or stored up for futnre
contingencies, Fe desired to know how
this money had been spent, and he hoped
the Treasurer.would produce a detailed
account,

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30

p.m.}

Mr. WALKER: The list of these in-
cidental expenses was supplied in the
Auditor General’s report for 1907 and
extended over several pages, and was the
most interesting reading in the whole re-
port. From these figures members learnt
something of the actions of Ministers,
bui since the motor car had been pur-
chased there were no items given as to
this expenditure. Why should we cover
up this big vote in one lump sum? Why
was there no expianation of the enormous
excess over last vear’s vote ? It was only
£500, yet nearly £2}000 was spent.

The Treasurer: No; £1.127.

Mr. WALKER : At any rate it was
more than double the vole. Was the ex-
cess caused by those strange, almost mid-
night Ministerial visits to out-back elee-
torates in antieipation of an electon and
in search of candidates ? If we had this
lomp sum, a sort of seeret-service vote, it
was possible for the Government to do
that sort of thing. Corrupt Ministries
wonid do it, thouzh ibere was no proof
that the preseni Minislyy would do it. Tt
was an extraordinary jump from £500 to
wore than twiee that sum, but there was
no item showing hkow the money was
spent.  How was it that the Auditor
General had become so accommodating
as to cover up the item in one lump

(13 Janvary, 1909.]

Commitiee of Supply. 1383

sum ¢ It was rumoured, and was a
general belief that much of the money
was spent on what might be called elec-
tioneering expenses just prior to the gen-
eral elections.

The Premier : The expenditure took
place prior to the 30th June last.

Mr. WALKER: It was about that
time that all the papers were glorifying
Ministers as a combination of tin gods.

Mr. Troy: Ministers got a spasm of
energy and got round the country at that
time. .

The Premier: That was when we went
to Meekatharra and to the Mount Magnet
electorate.

Mr. WALKER: One straw showed the
way the wind was blowing. The items
in this expenditure might be insignificant,
but they were an indieation of the
character and conduct of Ministers. Why
was £1,000 wanted this year?

The Premier: It will cost £300 or £400
for special trains.

Mr. WALKER: For what puarpose
would they be needed now? Surely that
money had not already been spent. Were
the Ministry gallivanting now as they
did prior to the eleetions? Was any
election anticipated that Ministers should
waste this money? It was not necessary
to spend wmaoney on frivolons trips,
though one would be sorry io see the
State in the eyes of strangers appear
penurions or mean in this direetion.
Much of the money spent last year must
have been spent foolishly. We should
not encoutage that sort of thing, There
was an item of £90 for a dinner at Mr.
Glowrey’s hotel put down as “encourage-
ment to agrienlture.”  That was not
included in this vote but doubtless there
was a lot of similar folly eovered by if.
The Treasurer should give some idea of
the amount already spent and of the items
on whiech it was spent, and some idea as
to how he contemplated spending the vote
during the six months of the financial
year yet to run.

The TREASTURER: The hon. member
was a suffieiently old parliamentarian to
know that expenditure of this sert must
take place in any country, and that it
did take place in other countries to a
mueh larger extent than appertained in
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Western  Australin, Ministers had  to
visit different parts of the conntry. and

consequently had to spend money on
travelling expenses, trains and other
items. In the expenditure of ihis

£1,127 there was no item that could pos-
sibly refer to the period of the last
general elections.  Expenditure for the
period covered by the general eleetious
would appear on next year's Estimates,

Mr. Jacoby: You overdrew last vear’s
vote.

The TREASURER The custom
always had been to put down a sum of
£500 on the Estimates as an approximate
amount, but nearly every year it was con-
siderably excessed. For instance the
1904-5 Estimates showed that in the pre-
vious year £500 was voted while the ex-
penditure was £1,460.

Mr. Taylor: But see who was in office
at that thme.

The TREASURER: Exaetly, the hon.
member was in office, but, it was the pre-
vious year’s expendilure. The hon. mem-
ber eould not be saddled with that. What
we were most concerned with was the
£1,000 provided for this year's ex-
penditnre.  The sum was based on
last  vear’s expenditwre. He did not
know  how * moeh of it had  been
expended so far. Probably half of
it had been spent. With regard to last
vear’s expenditure on the item at least
£230 or £240 was expended for special
trains for Parliamentary trips, opening
of railways, eteetera. The Dowerin line
was opened during the year, and for that
there was a Parliamentary trip and a
special train. There was the opening of
the Collie-Narrogin line, the cost of which
was £70. There was the irip of the Mini-
ster tor Mines to the North-West.

Mr. Walker: That came in the previ-
ous year.

The TREASURER: A great many of
the accounts were paid in July. There
was also expenditwre in connection with
the Governor General’s visit to Western
Australia; he was entertained on hehalf
of the State at a cost of something like
£100, Then the steamship fares were
pald for members of the Goverument to
the Brisbane Conference, the cost being
¢4, There was a trip to Meekaiharra
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in the iniervests of that portion of the
country, and with the ohject of examin-
ing the disfriet between Nannine and
Meekatharra to see if a railway were
justified.  On that ocension members ac-
companied the Premier, and there was a
special train necessitating some consider-
able expense.  There was also a parlia-
mentary trip to Rottnest, with the object
of seetng the improvements heing carried
out there. The cost was £35 for the hire
of steamer, refreshinents, eteetera. There
were some of the items which made up
the sum total of expenditure, and fhere
were a hundred and one smaller sums in
addition, all of whiel were justifiable in
the interests of the State. Money had
heen spent in entertaining distinguished
visitors who came to our shores, and
surely. members would not begrudge that
dishursement ¢

Mr. JACOBY: What ahout the tom-
foolery that took place when Parlinment
was opened and closed? What justifica-
tion was there for thal expenditure?

Mr. Taylor: That comes well from the
hon. member for Swan.

The PREMIER: Surely that was a
very unkind remack of Lhe member for
Mount Mavgaret. Those of us who had
the opportunity of siiting under the
presidency of the gentleman who had
just rveferred to what he termed tom-
foolery funetions kuew that he had not
proposed to dispense with any of the
frill attached to the opening of Parlia-
ment when he oecupied the distingnished
position of Speaker. This sudden desire
for economy was not so apparent then
as now. It was a question whether
members would fike to dispense with the
guard of honour attached to the opening
of Parhament. The Government were not
very particular, although perhaps it was
an enconragement to the men who, for the
paltry sum of £6 a year, devoted iheir
time to perfecting themselves so that
they might, should oecasion arise. be
a pusition to defend Western Australia.
Surely for the sum of ds. per man, and
cousidering the added dignity which ihey
fent to the opening of Pdrliament, mem-
bers wonld not hegrudge that small ex-
penditure?
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Mr. JOHNSUN: JMinisters defended
ihe expenditure under the previous years
vote, and he appreciated the fact that
that was an exceptional year, for an elee-
tion was pending and it was necessary
for Ministers to go through the country.
Surely, however, they did not anticipate
another election, and one could not see
where the exceptional expenditure would
come in this year. There was no need to
increase the item by £500.

The Premier: The election costs come
in this year.

Me, JOHNSON : Then he was to under:
stand (hat the expenditure in excess of
the vote of last year was not due to the
general elections but for exeeptional
circumsiances, and the exira £500 was
needed this year in order to defray the
extraovdinavy expendilure in conneciion
with the elections.

Phe Premier: The hon. member under-
stood nothing of the kind.

Mr. COLLIER: The Treasurer had not
answered the quesiion of the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Walker) as to why de-

. tails of the vote were missing from the
report of the Anditor General. Early
last year those items had been eriticised
in the country, and it was peculiar that
now for the first time the items were
omitted from the report. Would the
Government give an assurance that they
were not responsible for the omission?

The Premigr: The Government do net

suh-edit the Auditor General’s report,
for if they did it would be different from
what it is.

Mr. COLLIER : There was no objeetion
to the vote of £1,000 being granted for
ceremontals and entertaining, hut mem-
bers should know how the money was ex-
pended.

The Premier: The items were only
given in detail one year.

Mr. COLLIER: If the items were not
given wrong impressions might get
abroad as had been the case in connee-
tton with the visit of the Kalgoorlie band
to the City. Some time ago the band were
about to visit Ballarat to compete in the
contests there. and a lengthy and enlo-
Jistie paragraph appeared in the Kal-
goorlie Bfiner, saying tha{ the Atforney
+ General had entertained ithe band dur-

(47)
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ing their visit to Perth, had taken them
down the river in the police launch, and
generally played the good fellow to
them, and the general opinion on the
fields then was that the Attorney Gen-
eral was responsible for that expendi
ture; but when the Auditor General's
report came oul it was found that the
expenditure was debited to the State.
There was no objection to the sum being
paid by the Siate, but the public shonld
know who was paying it so as to pre-
vent an erroneons impression getting
sbroad in the Minister’s own constitu-
ency that he was entertaining his cou-
stituenls at Lis own cost. If a Inmp sum
of £1,000 was voted this vear il would
be impaossible for members to tell whether
some of the money had not been ex-
pended in the vecent eleetions by Mlinis-
ters travelling around, not in the enurse
of their duty but in the interests of their
particular seats, or in order to hring out
candidates against the Opposition. e
wonld not say that such a thing had been
done, hui if information were not given
in the report, such imputation against
Ministers might exisf, and it would bhe
well in the interests of Ministers them-
selves that all details should he given,
so that a wrong impression should nnt
go abroad. In all likelihood. even -with
the inerease voted this year, chere would
be an excess. )

The TREASURER: What the veasons
were which cavsed the Auditor Genern)
not to publish two or three columus of
the details this year he did nnt know,
but in his opinion it was very foolish for
the details to have been published (he
previous year. Hon. members could get
refurns any time they liked.

Mr. Seaddan: Why did they not ap-
pear in the public aecounts?

The TREASURER: The public aec-
counts would then require to he as big
as ledgers themselves,

Mr. TROY: The Treasurer would lead
memhers {o believe that the money had
been spent in public services. He would
give to the Committee some experience
be had had in eonnection with Minjsters
who had been travelling, and in regard
to the manner in which money had bheen
spent.  Just before the last elections
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Ministers were attacked with a spasm of
energy, and were found Hying helter
skelter in the State, hiring special trains
in order to bring out candidates against
members sitting in Oppositon, and he
bad bad the opportunily of seeing Min-
jsters entertaining people in the Minis-
terial ear with refreshments provided by
the State; people who had no right (o be
there, and people who bad been sounded
in regard to their opposition to the sit-
ting members. There was no doubt about
it, the manner in whieh Ministers had
been expending the people’s money in
order to seeure the interests of their own
supporters was somewhat unserapulous.

The Treasurer: Had you not better
quote instances?

Mr. TROY : When Ministers travelled
around the country partienlarly in the
constituencies of Opposition members,
there was often a great deal of ground
for complaint, Every penny which they
expended in making themselves good fel-
lows, was money which came out of a
vote such as that which members were
discussing.

The Treasurer: How do you know they
were not travelling at their own ex-
pense?

Mr. TROY: One had only to look at
reports to find they were not travelling
at their own expense. They received 30s.
a day allowance. He had known members
on the Opposition side of the House who
travelled with Ministers, and who sin-
cerely regretted having done so.

The Treusurer: They why did they
travel with them?

Mr. TROY: Becanse it was necessary
as the Ministers were travelling in their
constituencies, At the same time he counld
not help remarking that members on the
Opposition side were glad to avail them-
selves of the courtesy of the majority of
the Ministers, but there were Ministers
who failed signally in that respect.
Speaking for himself, he could not but
say, that he had received the utmost court-
esy at their hands. On this subject, the
Auditor General on page 133 of his re-
port had some comments to make. He
said, “not only is this vote charged to one
head, but the expenditure is charged
under three different heads.” He did not
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wish to read further; members could read
on and they would find there, striling in-
dictments against the methods employed
by Ministers. There was a motion to re-
duce the item by £500, and be would sup-
port it. He did not know of any more
innuoral proeeeding than for Ministers to
utilise the people’s money to go round
the eountry making themselves jolly good
fellows, for the purpose of seeuring sup-
port. What he objected to was using the
State’s money for electioneering purposes:
it was a very wrong proceeding, and it
was extraordinary at the same time that
a great portion of this expenditure should
have been ineurred just before the general
elections.  The Treasurer was good
enough to read out the amount of the ex-
penditure for this vote to pay the pas-
sages of those gentleman who atiended
the Premiers’ Conference in Brishane, yet
here it was found that the whole amount,
£208, was charged te miscellaneous ser-
vices.

The Treasurer : T vead out the steam-
ship fares of four persons.

Mr. TROY: This vote, then, as he
thought, could not have included the
whole of the expenditure. However, the
Committee could cut down the vote. Min-
isters would then he more scrupulous if
they had less money to spend.

The Premier : We will travel less then.

Mr. TROY: Ministers should travel,

but was there any necessity for the Col-

onial Seeretary just before the elections,
to . proceed to North Cooclgardie in the
Ministerial ear, and ordering a speecial
train from Menzies to Leonora to take
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory there?

The Minister for Works : My visit to
Cue did not eost the State a halfpenny.

The Premier : Nor did the State pay
for the freight on the motor ear that was
taken to Menzies.

Mr. TROY: The Ministerial car was
placed at the disposal of Mr. Gregory
and his wife, and it took them to Menzies;
that in itself involved great expenditure.
He counld remember the outery there was
when members on the Opposition side
were charged with hiving free in a eottage
oppasite Parliament House. There was
not a word of truth in that, but it did not
prevent members making the charge. All
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he was doing, was to protest against mem-
bers expending money to secure their own
comfort and eonvenience and where there
was no chance of the State receiving any-
thing in return.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It had
not been his intention to speak, bnt some
paltry references had been made to ex-
penditure of certain money in entertain-
ing. Minisiers must if they discharged
their duties properly, travel about and
hecome acquainted with the various parts
of the State. Reference had been made
to ait item spent by himself with the as-
sistance of the member for Ivanhoe in en-
tertaining a body from the goldficlds. In
addition to the snm which was paid, Mr.
Kitchener who supplied refreshments, the
member for Tvanhoe and himself provided
something to add to .the quota. Tf gold-
fields people came down, surely it was not
unreasonable that they should be shown
some ecourtesy and it was a paltry thing
to ériticise it as if it had been something
unusual.  On another occasion the mem-
ber for Ivanhoe and himself took some
goldfields fire brigade men to Rottnest,
and on that cecasion something like £2
was inearred in entertaining them. Was
that & sum to cavil at?

Mr, Walker : Here in the Auditor Gen-
eral’s report is an ifem, “hire of drag and
three horses, the hon. Mr, Keenan.”

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those
were the only two occasions on which he
lrad eniertained people. He had not been
in the position to avail himself of any
single opportunity te go on frips, al-
though it was no eredit to him to have to
say so. It was the duty of members and
Ministers t¢ move about the country and
the expenditure so ineurred, was money
well expended. There were numbers, in-
cluding hoth memhers and Ministers, who
if to-morrow they were asked to under-
take one of these trips would not do so if
it could reasonably be avoided. For there
was always a eertain amount of discomfort
ahont these trips, and the set-off, if any,
was by no means commensurate with this.
Being in the position of one who seldom
if ever made these trips. he counld say
without hesitalion that il was almost a
duly on members. and particnlarly on
cerlain  Ministers, to make these trips.
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They should wherever possible visit every
part of the country. It was only by this
means that they would learn the require-
ments of the eountry.

Mr. Heitmann @ They did not profit by

the experience.

The ATTORNEY, GENERAL: Ti was
not at all certain that all were as dull as
the hon. member. Even he, if he travelled
sufficiently, would find his perception
brightening. There was nothing to gain
by voting for the proposed veduction, be-
ciuge it at ony time during lhe vear it
became necessary for Ministers and mem-
bers to fravel fo any part of the State,
they would certainly do so and the vote
would be exceeded. What advaotage
then was there in voting for a reduction?
It was futile.  On the other hand ecould it
he imagined that because the £1,000 was
available that Mimisters would wantonly
spend the money unnecessarily? Of
course not. That being so what possible
good could be achieved by voting for the
amendment? TIn respect to other items,
when they were reduced the expenditure
was prohibited; but so far as this item
was concerned, if it conld be shown to-
morrow that it would be of benefit to the
State that a visit should be made to any
partienlar part of the State that visit
certainly would be made even if there
were not a penny of the item left.

Mr. JACOBY : The appeal of the At-
torney C(feneral amounted to this: that
hecanse the Minister had helped a member
to a pretiy good time this should be taken
as u justification for the item. The Com-
mittee had made reductions in salaries
and had effected economies in several
directions, and there was no justification
for departing from the principle adopted
by many members of the House, namely,
to ohject to any increase such as this. If
they were to agree to this inecrease of
£500 asked for, they would not have the
same oppertunity of getiing an explana-
tion as to its expenditure as they would
have if the item were kept down and sub-
sequently exceeded. He trusted the Com-
mittee would adhere to the old amount.
If necessarv it conld be exceeded and =a
subsequent explanation given.  Seeing,
however, thai they had cut down inere-
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ments to deserving servants of the State,
he for one would object to this increase.

Mr. HOLMAN: Not only Ministers
but members should vistt as many parts
ot the State as they possibly ecould. It

-was well known that the salaries of hon.
members would not permit them to pay
expenses incidental to travelling about
the State; and he maintained that when
an hon. member, in the interests of the
State paid a visit to some outlving part
of the State, he should he entitled to some
consideration.  Whatever the amount
that had been spent on the reeent trip to
Meekatharra, it was indeed fully justi-
fied. Members who had made tha: trip
were able to see for themselves mneh that
they wonld never have realised by listen-
ing to the speeches of hon. members more
favourably cirewmstanced for knowing
the true state of affairs in that distriet.
He himself had visited many parts of
the State at his own expense, and in
different distriets had seen for himself
things which he would never properly have
understood had he nof visited those par-
ticular eentres. Still he would protest
strongly against Ministers visiting dis-
triets, not for the good of the country but
for ulierior ends. For instance the Mini-
ster for Mines had visited Wiluna last
June or July and had made a great many

- promises in respect fo certain works, not
one of whieh had been fulfilled. The
Minister’s mission up there had been to
endeavour to induee a candidate fo eome
out in opposition to him (Mr. Holman).
That was what he protested against—ex-
penditure of money for the purpose of
enabling Ministers to visit different parts
of the State in connection with political
eampaigns. On the other hand he was
entirely in favour of any legitimate ex-
penditure incurred by Ministers or mem-
bers in visiting different parts of the
State in order that tliey mighi realise the
requirements of the varivus districts. The
amount set down was not greaf, and it
was to be remembered that not only did
it eover the expenses of members visiling
the different parts of the Siate but it
covered salso the expenses of entertaining
distinguished visitors ecoming here from
oversea. e was convineed that in a
country like Western Australia Ministers
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atd members could not see too much of
the BState, so long as their object was to
learn the requirements of the State and.
to determine how best assistance eould
be given to the opening up and develop-
ment of the eonntry,

[3r. Taylor took the Chair.)

Mr. TROY: By way of reply to the
contention of the Treasurer that Minds-
terial expenses were all shown under this
item, he wished to quote the following
from the Auditor General’s report:—

“Item, Railway Fares and Travelling
expenses generally of Distingnished
Visitors, ete.,, £500.—According to the
wording of this vofe it is contended by
the Auditor General that only railway
fares and travelling expenses of distin-
zuished visitors and other persons in
the State, exeluding Ministers and Gov-
ernment officials, should be charged.
The Treasmy, however, does not view
the matter in this light, and expenses in
connection with what may be terted
“State Ceremonials’ are alse ineluden.
For instance, a luneh given at Parlia-
ment House in honour of a distingu-
ished wvisitor was charged.

Ttem, Ministerial and Parliament-
ary Vigits, State Ceremonials, ete.,
£500: The eharges to this vote include
in some cases the expenses of Ministers
and their secretaries while travelling,
and apparently the expenses of the
hon, Premier and his seeretary ave
charged in all cases.  On the other
hand expenses of Ministers other than
"the Lon, Premier are frequently met
from the Incidental vote of the depart-
ment controlled by them. It is noticed
also that Ministerial expenses in con-
nection with visits to the other States
are charged to ‘Tucidental,” Ttem 5€.
Therefore travelling expenses are met
from three sources.

Item, Incidental, £2500—Treasury
Return No. 17 will give an idea of the
expendiiure from this vete. The Audi-
tor General ean have no knowledge as
to what should be appropriated under
the heading, because, as the name of
the vote implies, the expenditure is
incidental under miscellaneocus.’’

So not only were Minkters expending
from this item under discussion. but from
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the incidental items of thejr own depart-
menig. Thus it would be seen thai mem-
bers were not able to judge of the amount
spent by Ministers, and had in conse-
guence to accept the statements of Mini-
sters that they paid their own expenses
while electioneeving, Tt secmed from the
report of the Muditor {veneral that tra-
velling expenses of Ministers were drawn
from three diflerenl sources. In other
words the item under discussion by no
meaus covered all that was expended by
Ministers. What he desired to know was
how mueh had heen expended by Mini-
sters and their seereturies while travel-
ling during last year. All of this cer-
tainly sbould be charged to one item alone.
He felt that he with others had been mis-
led in the past in respect to this matter.
-He remembered the Minister for Mines
saying in an electioneering speech that
he had paid for the survey of the Mount
Ida distriet out of his own pocket; yet
later on the amount had been charged
against Mr. Buzacoit, it Laving been in-
cluded in the costs of the court ease. In
# hundred ways it was to be found that
Ministers had been spending money
merely to get about the country just
prior to a general election in order to
ronse up their own supporters and, if
possible, bring oui a candidate against
the Opposition member. It was impos-
sible to gay how mueh had been expended
in this way from the other two sources,
The member for Murchison had remarked
that the Minister for Mines had gone to
his electorate just prior to an election
tor the purpese of bringing out a eandi-
aate against the sitting member. In res-
yeet to this the State had had to pay
for the use of a motor car and for the
Minister’s expenses round the country,
and also for the expenses of two offieials
from the Mines Department. What ad-
vantage did the country derive from a
trip of this character? The Minister for
Mines had gone te his (Mr. Troy’s) elee-
torate and promised many things, inelud-
n g a reduction of battery charges. What
had been the result? He (Mr. Troy) was
tred of asking when the Minister was
going to keep his word. XNone of the
Minister’s promises made on thai ocea-
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sion had been fulfilled. Again, what re-
suit had the people of Naianning gained
from the visit of the Minister for Mines
and Railways? That Minister had gone
to Watauning just prior te an election
and had prowised a reduction of railway
freights; but again he had not kept his
word. This was an electinneering matter.
The State 'smoney wasused toassizst Minis-
ters to go round the country advertising
themselves  and making promises they
rever intended to tulfil, and helping can-
dabes to oppose Opposition members. He
protested against Ministers going through
his eleciorate for electioneering purposes
asnd charging their expenses against the
incidental votes of their swn departments,
the country knowing nothing of how the
wmongy was spent. It was advisable for
Ministers to go round the country, but
not prior to elections in the manner in-
dicated.

Mr. DAGLISH : Since leaving office no
Parliamentary trip had been attended by
Lim, bhut it was absolutely essential that
members should have opportunities of
visiting different parts of the State, and
vreater facilities than were aceorded in
past years in this direction. Probably not
five members of the Commitiee knew any-
thing about meore than half of the State.
The great Northern part of the State was
a terrg incognita to almost every mem-
ber. We were asked from time to time
to deal with certain matters intended to
work in the direction of developing the
North, but we eould have no knowledge,
except hearsay knowledge. in regard to
that part of the State; and as the faeili-
ties for travelling to the North were so
costly, and the service so infrequent, and
as members had few opportunities of
sparing the time and cash requisite to pay
a visit to the North, and as there was no
doubt as to the larue possibilities of the
North, the Minisiry should make some
provizion this vear and in subsequent
vears to provide for pacsages and coach
fares for members prepared te give up
the time necessary to visiting the North-
ern areas $0 as to ascertain the possi-
bilities of their future development. This
could not be done unless some adequate
provision was made on the Estimates.
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Mr. Scaddan : What we object to is
that the money is not used for that pur-
pose.

Mr. DAGLISH: The vote ecould be
nzeful as a means of educating members
of Parliament so that they could discharge
their duty to the State.

Mr. Collier : The hon., member must
know that most of the money is spent by
Minisfers and not by members.

Mr, DAGLISH: It was the duty of
every member of Parliament to koow all
about the State he could possibly acquire,
but it was even more essentially the duty
of Ministers to travel. If he were a re-
presentative of a district constitneney, no
matter on what side of ihe House he sat,
he would want Ministers to oceasionally
visit his district so that they might know
its requirements, and Opposition members
were quite as anxious as members on the
Government side to have Ministerial visits
to their constituencies. Of course if a
member had got his railway and had no
other particular pressing need he was not
anxions to have a Ministerial visit; buat
generally members on both sides of the
House were anxious that Ministers should
know the genuine requirements of their
districts so that they might be met.

Mr. Heitmann: With promises; it is
disgusting,

Mr. DAGLISH: Members were anxious
to gel these visits.

Mr. Heitmann: T am not.

Mr. DAGLISH: Probably the hon.
member had all his district’s requirements
met.  Members had not that degree of
knowledge of the State, and partieularly
of the remote parts, they should have. He
nrged on the Treasurer to make provision
out of this vote fo enable members to
pay visils to the North, He was pre-
pared to sapport any judicious expendi-
tore to enlarge the knowledge of members
of Parliament and of Ministers them-
selves.

Mr. HETTMANN: It was his experi-
ence that it was generally before an elec-
iion that Ministers visited places, and that
they were instrumental in bringing out
candidates opposed to members on the
Opposition side of the House. Prior
to the last election they had, unfortu-
nately for the candidate, brought out an
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opponent to him at Cue, and one of the
conditions of this candidate was that he
would stand if Ministers conld find an
opponent to the member for Murchison.
Was it from this vote that Mr. Dyke got
his expenses?
(Mr. Daglish reswmed the Chair.]
3Member: Who is Dyke?

Mr, HEITMANN: Mr. Dyke was a
gentleman sent by the Ministry on a
bmge drunken picnic during the recent
election eampaign. It was to be trusted
the time would never ecome when the La-
bour party would use such tactics as
Ministers used during the elections,

The Treasurer: Is it charged to this
vote?

My, HEITMANN was asking whether
it was from this item that Ministers paid
this gentleman’s expenses.

The Treasurer: Whose expenses?

Mr. HEITMANN : The candidate Mini-
sters sent to oppose the member for Mur-
chison.

The Premier: We never saw the man.

Mr, HEITMANN : No, but Mini-
sters communicated with him. The words
came from ihe candidate himself that his
expenses were paid, and he (Mr. Heit-
mann) was satisfled tha the ecandidate
did not pay them. The candidate was well
acquainted with Ministers. It was an ab-
solute disgrace for the Ministry to send
a man on such a huoge drunken picnie.
From the time Mr. Dyke went on the
Murchison until he left it he was never
sober, and if his expenses were paid from
this item members should reduce it.

Mr. Angwin: Perhaps he was a dis-
tinguished visitor on the Murchison.

Mr. BATH : The member who moved to
reduce the item was asking us to take a
leap in the dark, becanse we had no know-
ledge as to the amount of money neces-
under this heading. What was

sary
objected to was the course of pro-
sedure adopted. The Audifor Gen-
eral informed wus that, instead of

this expenditure being made out of
one specific item, it was made out
of three different items according to the
will of Mimisters; and it would mean
that if the expenditure under ‘‘Miseel-
laneous’’ appeared to be too large Min-
isters eould charge it to the confingen-



Annual Fsiimaotes:

cies or incidentals item of their own
particular departments. Though not pre-
pared Lo vote Ior the reduction proposed
he would certainly vote for a reduction
to call attention to the need for the ex-
penditure being set down in one item,
and for particulars of the expenditure
being set forth each year, as was done for
the financial year 1907. Then mewmbers
would have a chance of examining the
expendilure, 1o see whether it was war-
ranted, and whether it was expenditure
for the purposc for which Lhe vote was
set down, namely, to give Ministers an
opportunity of visiting the various dis-
tricts when invited to do so by residents,
or of acquiring information in regard to
works projected, in faot for necessary
ministerial visits altogether apart from
any consideration of party warfare. But
in a Parliament such as this where party
feeling was strong it was true that Min-
isters had used the allowance they were
entitled to under the item to promote
their own party interests and to the de-
triment of members of the Opposition.
However, he would be satisfied if the ex-
penditure was put under one heading so
that we could assure ourselves that the
Estimates before us ineluded all that had
been expended by Ministers in this diree~
tion, and if the practice embodied in the
Auditor General’s report for 1907 was
eontinned in the future so that members
eonld acquaint themselves with the items
of expenditure and crificise anything
they consider unwarranted.

Mr. TAYLOK: Some of the tactics
adopted by Mirnisters just prior te the
general elections must be condemned. At
about that time great attention was paid
to the districts North of Kalgoorlie,
namely, Menzies, Mount Margaret, and
Leonora. Not long previously the Col-
onial Secretary had been right through
that distriet in connection with his ean-
didature for the provinee. Omne would
have thought that during that time he
had become sufficiently acquainted with
the district and its wants, but he found
it necessary just before the general elec-
tions to go up two or three times. He
had a speeial train taking him about
with the object of looking for a likely
candidate to oppose him (Mr. Taylor).
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He was ultimately suecessful in finding
a candidate, but the result was not very
satisfactory from the Government point
of view. Surely members did not pass
the voie with the object of enabling Min-
isters to canvass for their constituencies.
against Opposiiion candidates. The Min-
ister for Mines also went through the
distriet al the cost of the State within
a few months of the election. He was
combining the husiness of the country
with his own personal eandidature for
the Menzies sect. That was not a fair
thing, and it was not placing the politi-
cal views of both parties fairly before
the country. An undue part was taken
by the Ministry to help their own party
to fight against the Opposition with the
belp of the people’s meney. It would be
interesting to kuow exaectly what it cost
the State for the Colonial Secretary and
the Minister for Mines to make those
trips. There was an idea in the distriet
that the Colonial Secretary was going to
resign from the Upper House and run
against him (Mr. Taylor) for the Mount
Margaret seat, but he thought better of
it and secured another candidate. Tt
would also be interesting te know what
it cost for the Government motor car to
speed Ministers through those districts
at the pace necessary to enable them to
take advantage of their oppenents.

The Premier : 1 will have pleasure in
showing you receipied vouchers from the
Railway Department for freight on the
motor for every trip taken on a politieal
occasion,

Mr. TAYLOR: Withont doubt the
Committee would be very pleased to look
at those vouehcrs, and he was thankful
to the Premier for the information.
When the Premier went through that
part of the country it was quile a dif-
ferent matter, for his visit was justifi-
able and was with the object of seeing
the country. He would not support the
amendment, for he did not believe in re-
ducing that item. It was the duty both
of Ministers and members to see the
country from one end of it to the other.
There was a great deal of the State he
had not yet visited. and he could not do
so at his own expense, for financial rea-
sons. Tt was money well spent for hoth
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Ministers and members to become thor-
oughly acquainied with the country
for which they had to legislaie. Abuses,
however, had ncearred, and quite snffi-
cient had heen said during the debate to
show Ministers that members realised
the extent of such abuses, and it was
unnecessary for them to reduce the item
in order to draw pointed attention to
this fact. An item of this deseription
Was very Iecessavy.

Amendment put, and a division taien
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. 8
Noes 33
Majority against .. 25
» AYES,
Mr. Coiller Mr. O'Loeghlen
Mr., Heltmann Mr. Underwood
Mr. Jacoby Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnson Mr. Troy
(Teller).
NoES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Hudson
Mr. Barnett Mr. Male
Mr. DBath Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Bolton Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. N, J. Moore
Mr. Davies Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Osborn
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Plesse
A Gl Mr. Price
Mr. Grarley Mr. Swan
Mr. Gordon Mr. Taylor
Mr. Gregory Mr. Ware
Mr. Hayward Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Holman Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hopkins Mr., Layman
Mr. Horan (Tellery.

Amendment thus negatived.

Ttem, Railway fares and travelling ex-
penses generally of distinguished visi-
tors, ete., £600:

Mr. HOLMAN: An explanation was
needed on this item. He was not satisfied
that the railway fares of some so-called
distinguished visitors should be paid.
For instance, Mr. Doolette was here {or
the scle purpose of speculating or of
making something ont of the State, and
yet he was granted a free pass. Not
only that, but Mrs. Doolette also re-
ceived a free pass, and there were A
great many other cases of a similar
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nature.  Returns should be placed on
the Table showirg who the distingumished
visitors were. There was no doubt that
much good resulted through issuing free
passes to some people, but there were
others to whom the courtesy should not
be extended.

The Treusurer : The prineipal item
under this heading was expenditure in--
curred in conneetion with the visit of the
Governor General to the State. Special
trains cost something like £385. He
travelled to the Murchison.

Mr. Holman: Is Mr. Doolette’s name
down there?

The TREASURER : Tt was not on that
list, it must have been the year befcre.
The list also showed that speeial trains
to Mundaring were provided for visiting
footballers, the Canadian lacrosse play-
ers, and there was also a grant of £80
to the munieipality of Perth for enter-
taining Lord and Lady Northeote.

Mr. Troy : Why conld not the muni-
cipality pay an expense like that?

The TREASURER: It was the usual
thing to make a grant in such circum-
stances, and there was a grant for en-
tertaining Senator Best, but the list
showed that the total was made up prin-
cipally of the cost of special trains. Free
passes were also issued to Dr. Barnardo’s
boys.

My, Troy: Tell us to whom the free
passes on the railway were issned?

The PREMIER: A free pass was given
to Mr. Morgan, who was sent out here by
the Associated Board of TPrade; he went
aver the whole of the State, and tnok
evidence at different places. A pass
was given to Mr. Hitehins. Accommoda-
tion was provided for Federal legisla-
tors, and this amount of £13 9s. 4d. has
been held over for three years. A pass
was issued to the Rev. Mr. Wright and
the Rev. Mr. Meares; the lafter was

connected with Dr. Barnaxde’s boys,
the Rev. Mr. Rice and Mrs. Nolan,
Mr. Ramsay McDonald, and the New

South Wales footballers. All these were
given passes on the railway.

Mr. HORAN: There was no objection
to passes being given, but to the return
for 1907 some exception might be taken.
Mr. Teesdale Smith received a pass
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worth £75.  Under the vegulations he
was perhaps entitled to one trader’s
pass. There was another pass granted
to someone named Shotridge, £40, and
he did not know whether the ciream-
stances in that case justified the grant-
ing of it. Another pass was given to
Mr. Karri Davis who was well able to
pay.
ftem.
£2000:

Mr. ANGWIN: It was necessary that
we should have some inlfomoaation with
regawd to tie expenditure which had been
incwrred in this divection by the com-
miftee appointed in connection with the
visit of the American Fleet. The Com-
monwealth Government he betileved alsc
provided £2,000 for the entertainment
of the Fleet during their visit to Albany,
bui the statement laid on the Table of
the House showed that ihe expenditure
had run into £4,500. Where was the bal-
ance to come from?

The Premier : When the Estimates
were f{ramed, the accounts sent in tot-
alled £4,000.

Me. ANGWIN: It appeared (o him
that the eommittee did very little as far
as entertaining the men and the Fleet
was eoncerned.

Entertaining  American ¥lesi,

The Treasurer: You should have been
at Albany.

My, Troy: He was there.

My, ANGIWIN: A zood deal of money
was spent on the entertainment of those
people who went to Albany Ffrom the
City.

The Premier: All the men were pro-
vided with free lunches every day.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Sailors’ Rest re-
ceived a small grant for entertaining sail-
ors. Was that where thev ot their free
lunches?

The Premier: No.

Mr. ANGWIN : There was no account
in the return for entertaining sailors,
There was a sam of £384 paid to Mr,
Kitchener; that was the only sceount for
catering. When the Committee took into
consideration the amount given to the
Sailors’ Rest, some £24 to entertain 7,000
or 8,000 sailors, and then compared that
amount with the grant of £85 125, given
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io the Albany club, it was only proper
that wembers should bave an opportunity
of securing some information with regard
to the actions of the committee who had
ibe control of this money. Taking inte
consideration that the genllemen who re-
presented the Albany club, many of
whom were wealthy, were not able to
afford to entertain distinguished visitors
at their elub without dipping into State
funds, he could not help saying that such
a elub was a disgrace to the State of
Western Avstralia, and should immedi-
ately have its licence cancelled.  Then
there was a hand at Albany, and on all
the visiting ships there were bands also.
He was not aware that there was any
necessity for providing special musie at
Albany to entertain sailors from vessels
all of which hoasted bands, but the com-
mittee wha had charge of the entertain-
ment were not content with engaging the
Albany band at a cost of £50, but they
thought it advisable to engage the Pertk
band as well ai a cost of £165.

The Premier: The Perth band played
right throughout the week.

Mr. ANGWIN: The Albany band shonld
have been quite sufficient to meet all re-
quirements. It was also found that the
mayor of Albany was very generous dur-
ing the time of the visit of the Vleet.
He gave a hall to the officers of the Fleet
and the visitors, and on looking through
the acconants it was found that this cost
£197. There were many people holding
the office of mavor who would give halls
daily at that cost if the money was pro-
vided for them». There was also an ae-
count for railway farez amounting fo
£271. Why was there a neecessity for
that amount, and again, why was it neees-
sary (o have furniture sent down to
Albany. furniture hired from a  Perth
firm at a cost of £201? We kuew that
the officers and men spent most of their
time on their vessels: where then was the
necessity for inewrring this expenditure?
The Government had sent the “Penguin”
to Albany; and there were {here innumer-
able launches helonging to the ¥leef, con-
tinnally plying between the vessels and
the shore. Notwithstanding this it had
heen found necessary to hire one of the
Adelaide Steamship Company’s launches
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at a cost of £82. Another £20 had been
given to MecIllwraith, McEacharn, and
Company by way of hire of a launch.
These launches had been required for the
purpose of putting fruit on board the
American vessels, One would have
thonght that seeing the Government had
there a sleamer of their own they would
have utilised that vessel for the purpose
of sending the fruit over, and so have
saved £100. Then there was the cost of
the Press dinner given at Albany. This,
with eertain accommodation, had run into
£143; yet it was well known that there
werg but few pressmen with the Fleet.

Mr. Collier: “Dryblower” was down
there,

My, ANGWIN: And £5 or £6 had been
paid for copies of the song “We have a
big brother in Ameriea.” No doubt “Dry-
Llower” had heen down there, and been
down there for business. There was one
item the necessity for which he (Mr. Ang-
win) could not possibly see: that was the
expenditure of £400 on advertising the
facet that the Fleet was coming to Western
Australia. Fvery child in the street had
known that the Fleet was coming, and
there had been no necessity whatever to
expend this large amount of money in
disseminating that inforwation. One
gentleinan had secured £33 for wines. He
appeared to be rather a favoured person;
because since then he had been made a
member of the Fremantle Harhonr Trust,
It was satisfactory to notice that very
few officers of the State had encroached
upon the funds granted to the Committee
for entertaining the Fleet visitors. So far
a3 he could see there were only two offi-
cers who had had anything to do with the
work on behalf of the committee. They
were Mr. Parker, the Secretary to the
Executive Counneil, and Mr. Ford, the
Parliamentary typist. Yet it was very
strange that the under seeretary in the
Colonial  Seeretary’s Depariment eould
not go to Albany to see the Fleel without
ciarging his expenses to the Commitiee.
It was indeed strange that that officer
should have hobbed up on this occasion
and charged his expenses to the commit-
tee. Speaking generally he (Mr. Angwin)
wanted to say that ihose who had had
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eontrol of the finances in connection with
the entertainment of the Fleet had not
used any economy whatever. Indeed they
had wilfully wasted the money placed at
their disposal.

The TREASURER: It was indeed sur-
prising to hear what the member had had
to say in regard to this item. It would
e remembered that the entertainment of
the Fleet had been carried ont by a joint
committee consisting of Federal members
of hoth Honses and of leading citizens
of Waestern Australia. He ventured to
think that if the member fér Tast Fre-
wantle had been on the committee the ex-
penditure would have been just the same.

Mr. Qollier: Who constitnted the loeal
conimittes ?

The TREASURER: The President of
the Tegislative Couneil had been one,
while the Leader of the Opposition wa
anather, '

My, Scaddan: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition did not go near the place.

The TREASURER: Probably hecanse
he had had something else to do. If ihat
gentleman had thought it at all necessary
to po down fo look after the expenditure,
he would have been there. The committee
had had a large hody of men to entertain
and they bad to be entertained worthily,
and in a manner creditable to Western
Austraiia. The expenditure was not at
all excessive. The expressions of good-
will and thanks and gratitnde had been
overwhelming for the way in which the
men of the Fleet had been enlertained.
It was a misrepresentation to say that
these men had not left their vessels.
Every day large numbers had been landed
and freely entertained. It had not been
a question of reduced priees; it had heen
a matter of entertainment free to any
and all of the visitors. The Albany club
had been thrown open to these guests
during their stay in Albany. He (the
Treasurer) had visited Albany at the
time, and as far as he could see he was
satisfied that the money eould not have
heen betier expended.

Mr. Troy: What are the results?

The TREASURER: The results wonld
be enarmous. Already lighly gratifying
letters were coming in; while articles were
heing published far and wide throughout
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the United States, drawing attention to
Western Australia. Official communica-
tions had heen received expressing intense
good-will towards the people of Western
Australia and stating that in no part of
the world which the Fleet had visited had
its officers and men been better received
than in Western Australia.

Mr. BATH: When first invited to take
a seat on the commitiee, he had thought
that perhaps the occasion- was one that
would not justify lavish expenditure.
Still on further eonsideration the neces-
sity of giving' the hearfiest welcome to
the American representatives had im-
pressed him. He had attached a great
deal of importance to the oeccasion—far
more importance perhaps than had certain
other members. When he realised that
the black races and the Asiatie races were
increasing in a muech greater ratio than
the white races, and that the Americans
upbeld the prestige of the white races on
the other side of the Pacific, he was im-
bued with the necessity for extending a
worthy welcome to the representatives of
that nation, and for doing all that was
possible to seal the bond of friendship
between the British and the Ameriean peo-
ple. It was unfortunate that at the time the
committee was appointed the electioneer-
ing eampaign had aleeady been embarked
on, and naturally he found it necessary
to devote his attention to electioneering
matiers. He could have resigned from
the commitiee, but he recogmised there
would he eriticism, There never yet was
expenditure of this nature where there
was nat critieism from somebody as to
the way in which the money was ex-
prended, however representative the com-
nittee might be. Therefore he felt it was
not for him to resign, because it might be
thought he wanied to relieve himself of
any responsibility. The only committee
meeting he attended dealt with the supply
of fruit, and the questions of the desira-
bility of illuminating Albany and of pro-
viding facilities for visitors to Albany in-
specting the Fleet. Through eontracting
an attack of influenza during the election
campaign he had been unable to attend
other meetings or visit Albany, but the
other members of the committee fulfilled
their duties to the best of their belief of
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what was right, and he took his share of
the responsibility.

Ar. COLLIER: Few would not agree
to the need for giving a true welcome to
the American Fleet, but the objection
was in regard to the manuer in which the
money was spent. We did not know the
names of the committee,

Mr. RATH: The committee consisted
of the three editors of the Perth daily
newspapers, with Mr. Moxon of the Ade-
laide Stenmship Company, the Commis-
sioner of Railways, the President of the
Legislative Council, the Mayors of Al-
bany, Perth, and TFremantle, and the
State's Federal representatives here at the
time. There may bave been others.

Mr. COLLTER: The names were in-
teresting in view of some of the items of
expenditure. Perhaps it was owing to
the fact that there were three editors on
the committee that such a large amount
was absolutely thrown away in advertis-
ing. The mayor of Albany received £197
for entertaining the officers of the Fleet
at a ball. Tt was evident that the secre-
lary of lhe eommittee, who was a publie
servant drawing £350 per annum, while
attending to the duties of the committee
could not perform the duties he had to
earry out in Perth.

The Treasurer : They were aceumulat-
ing.

Mr. COLLIER: Had the Government
to pay extra to overtake those arrears of
work?

The Treasurer: The officer worked over-
time.

Mr. COLLIER: We all had opportuni-
ties of knowing how lhat officer worked
overtime. One objected to any civil ser-
vant drawing this salary getting an hor-
orarium of £31, while another officer, who
probably did all the hard work in typing
and wetfing out the returns, received only
a paliry £5. Mr. Parker also drew a
travelling allowance of 155. a day between
Perth and Albany. He ({Mr. Collier)
could manage his travelling on 155 a
week.  Again, what was Mr. Nerth doing
at Albany? Not only was Mr, North al-
lowed 1o get away from his duties for &
week or so {0 enjoy a holiday at Albany
entertaining the Fleet, but he wag paid
£6 1z, 3d. for travelling expenses though
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receiving a salary of £600 per annum.
The item £201 for lire of furniture
seemed lairge, and one would Linagine that
almost all the flags in the State could be
purchased for the £87 17s. 6d. paid for
their hire. There was also an item of
£46 for dawage to the flags. They must
have had a stormy week at Albany.
SBomething like £500 was spent for fruit,
Allowing 1= a pound for the frait sup-
plied ithere must have been about four
1ous of fruit distributed among the Fleet.
However, the prineipal items objected to
were (he travelling allvwance fo  Mr
North and the honorarium given to Mr.
Parker.  Whoever was responsible for
giving that present to Ay, Parker had not
done his duty.

Mr. SCADDAN: We were wise in en-
tertaining the Fleet to ihe best of ocur
ahility, and we had obtained a good ad-
vertisement for if, bhut one protested
against the manner in which the money
was spent, a great proportion of it being
spent in eutertaining not the Fleet but
citizens of the State, many of them well
able 1o entertaln themselves. It was said
the Albany club were excepfionally gen-
erous i the wayx they treated the officers
of the Fleel, hut we now aszcertained that
even this mwmey was paid hy the Siate.
It was the =ame in regard to the mayor's
ball; it was not generally undersiood hy
the public thai they paid for ihese enter-
taimments. The ecommiitee were appar-
ently very exiravagant. It should have
been an Albauy commnittee and not a ecom-
miflee gituated im Perth. There st
have heen a considerable sum spent n
communieating  heiween  Albany  and
Perth. Up to within a few honrs of the
arrival of the Fleet practically nothing
was done in Albany. The people there
could get no satisfaction from the Perth
comuittee, application afrer application
for money with which to decorate the
town being wade withuul any reply from
Perth. As a watler of fact they were
hampered, as the Perth committee did not
pay atiention to these matiers. Eventu-
allv they had to take action themselves
and run the risk of the commitiee deelin-
tng fo foot the bill. Had they not done
this (he whole affair wonld have been a
faree.  With regard to the amount of
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£394 paid to the caierer. mention must
be wade of the way in which the waiters
were treated. Surely wlien waiters were
taken from Perth to Albany they should
have rveceived the same rate of wages for
the Tong hours they worked as they would
have done had the remained in Perth, and
shonld iave been paid the necessary frav-
elling expenses.  I'ese wen had to appeal
to the conriz of the State in order fo get
what was due and prowised to them. He
dild not desive 1o wake either Mr, Kit-
chener o Mr. Parker responsible.  The
former handed over the -engagement of
the men (o another person. When the
case was heard 1he magistrate sympathised
with the waiters, and said they were ah-
sululely jusiified in appealing to the court
to receive the amount promised to them.
The eommitiee need expect no thanks,
from the publie for the way they worked.
A number of the members of the commit-
tez did not even go to Albany. The whole
matter was discussed in Albany by the
local people with a certain amount of
disgust,

Mr. TROY: There was a sum of £200
for whieh provision was not made on the
[E«timates.

The Treasurer = There were still some
outstanding accounis, for the full amount
was not known at the time the Estimates
were framed.

Mr. TROY: It appeared ihat the total
cost 1o the State of the mayor's bhall was
abont £200. He yielded to none in his
desire to honouwr the Ameriean visitors,
but he must take exception to the mznner
in which some of the money was spent.
For instance, advertisements was a very
considerable item, and each of the papers
did good business in conneetion with the
visif. Then as to the Adelaide Steamship
Company. There was not sufficient pub-
lie spirit among the steamship eompanies
to puf a small boat at the disposal of the
committee at Albany. Surely they might
have one so considering the faet that
they did enormons frade with Western
Australia and henefited by the arrival of
the Fleel, The Adelaide Steamship Com-
pany was paid £82 for the hire of a small
hoat for a few days. The Premier gave
a dinner to the pressmen at a cost of £142,
and one would have thought from {he re-
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ports in ibe Press ihal he paid that sum
out of his own pocket: not that he should
be expecled for one mument to do so, but
it luoked as if he wasz actually the host
.o that oceasion. The only persons on
the commmirtee who did not benefit in zomme
wayv or uther by the expenditure of money
in conneétion with the visit of the Fleet
were the Federal representatives and the
Leader of the Opposition. In  alost
-every other case—in the case of the Pre-
mier, the mayor of Albany, and ihe
manager of the Adelaide Steamship
Company, huge sums were received from
the total sum, and these persons ook
-eredit for the expenditnve. The Sunday
Times was given £108 for . producing
3,000 copies of their paper to be for-
wiarded to America. Doubtless the object
-of sending the papers there was to show
‘the high elass of journalism in this State.
It was a class of journalism which would
publish aliwost any sort of story and stop
at o innuendo or lie.  We were told that
3,000 copies of the paper were posted by
the State to America at a cost of £26. A
sample of advertisements of this kind was
shown by the article written by a Vietor-
ian, stating that in that State free home-
stead farms amd 8,000 dollars wonld be
given to intending settlers. The visitors
had been treated in a voynl manner, but
several persons in the State had benefited
by the way the money was expended to
an extranrdinary degree.  Then there was
‘the amount received by an officer of an-
other place. He was paid in all about
£60, notwithstanding the fact that he was
drawing his ealary all the tine. He
«charged for travelling expenses to Albany
£3 19s. 'The journey there and back only
took two days. On further examination
of the accounts it was found, however,
‘that other travelling expenses amonnting
to £10 were paid to that ventleman, o that
altogether he received £13 15s. far travel-
Jing 10 Albany and back. What did that
zentleman do for the muney he received?
He enjoved himself at Albany, and that
-was all.  The typist of the House did all
the hard work,

Mr. ». F. Moore: He made two Irips
‘1o Alhany.

My, TROY: Would the member for
Trwin spend £13 13¢, in going to Albany
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aod boek?  No, he would not spend five-
pence. Then there was the case of Mr.
Xarth. What on earth took him there?
Who asked him to go there, and what
business had he there? He should have
been in lis office m Perth. What was he
paid for? Was he paid to go to Albany
and enjoy limself with the officers of the
Ameriean Fleet, and to be paid in addi-
lion Lo his salary £6 for travelling expen-
ses? He desived to take strong exception
to the manner in which high-salaried eivil
servants exploited the State for their own
soeial advantage. These officers put on
more slyle and exhibited more impudence
than even the Treasurer, and it was high
time a protest was made against the State
spending money on their behalf.  This
was not the first time Mr., North had
acted in this manner, and it would not be
the last. We should remind that gentle-
man and others like him that their places
were 1n their offices in the City, and that
the State would not pay their travelling
expenses to Albany and so enable them
1o enjoy themselves. While all agreed
that there was good reason for spending
money, there was ne doubt that it should
have heen spent more wisely. As it was,
the next Estimates would show that a fur-
ther amount of some £200 would have to
he paid.

Mre. HOLMAN: There was one phase
uf 1he question not touched wpon and that
was rhe disconrteous nanner in  which
smmne of our Senatars were treated in con-
nection with the festival. The Premier
gave a dinner to the pressmen at Albany
and this State and the Commonwealth
paid for it, but although the Federal
Senators were in Albany and were mem-
hers of the eommitiee, they were treated
with great diseourtesy by nol being in-
vited to the dinner. That was an ex-
ample of very had taste, and it was very
baorish for any man to act like that. The
question was mentioned by the Premier
even at the time the dinner was going on
and the reason given was that one of them
did not have a dress suit. If that was so,
and he had it en the words of one of the
Senators. lie eould not help saving that it
was a standing disgrace to treat a man in
such a way. because he did not have a
dress snit.
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Mr. ANGWIN: His objection was that
the money was not used for entertaining
the Fleet, but was wasted. The Treas-
wrer had pointed out what a splendid
advertisement had been given to the coun-
try, but there was another advertisement
given to the country at the same time.
On the Monday night when crowds of
people were being entertained there, be-
tween 30 and 40 men arrived at Albany
to go on relief works, men who were poor
and penniless and who had to tramp
round Albany next morning to beg their
hireakfast. That kind of thing would be
detrimental to Western Australia, and he
could not help repeating that the money
was wilfully wasted.

Mr, LOGHLEN : There was one item
that he would like the Treasurer to refer
to, and that was the railway farves. There
was an amount of £291 on the statement
for railway fares. Tt was generally
known that very few of the officers and
pressmen utilised the railways of this
State, and members were led fo believe
that most of the railway fares were for
visitors to Albany. At that time there
were some ugly remarks with regard to
the number of people who went down to
Albany “on the nod,” particularly in the
ministerial train. If we were going to
pay the fares, or were going to give free
trips to seores of people in the State, that
would not be the way to advertise the
State.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With
rezard to the invitations to the Federal
legislators to attend the Press dinner at
Albany, he had spoken to the Premier,
who said that as far as he was aware, in-
vitaticns were issued to all the members
of the State and the Federal Parlia-
ments.,

My, Bolton : Senator Lynch was de-
liberalely igmored.

Mr. HOLMAN: Senator Pearce had
informed him that Senator Limech was
ignored, No invitation was given to him,
and he wounld mention that even on the
oceasion, Mr, Moran drew attention to the
facl, because he thoughi there had been
a mislake. Invitations may have heen
sent out, and not received, but when at-
tenlict was drawn to the fact, and the re-
marls was made which he had previously
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mentioned, it was very bad taste o say the
least of it that nothing further was dene.
Wilh regard to the matter menticned hy
the member for Forrest, it had been .said
that the Treasurer himself went through
the barrier at the railway station accom-
panied by five ladies.

Tice Treasurer: 1 took the members of
my farmly.

Mr. HOLMAN: If the Treasurer as-
sured the House that it was the individual
members of his family that he took, he
{Mr. Hohman) would be the last to say
anything about it. A Minister when trav-
elling through the eountry should be en-
titled te take his wife with him, but he
sirongly objected to any Treasurer taking
net- only the ladies of his own family, but
other ladies as well.

Tters, Subsidy to Municipalities on
General Rates, £43,000:

Mr. ANGWIN: There was a large re-
duction in subsidies in municipalities. It
mizht have been a good system to reduce
the subsidies which were paid to muniei-
palities, but in his opinion, it would have
been far better if the Government de-
ciined to give further grants, and assisted
mmnicipalities to the extent of the amounts
they realised in rates. He was sorry that
the Treasurer had seer fit to reduce the
raunicipal subsidies during the last five
years by G0 per cent. That had bad a
tendency to put many municipalities in
sueh a position that it was almost an im-
possibility for them to carry on. If it
was necessary owing to the financial con-
dition of the State to do this, and he
mainirined it was not, the Government
should immediately have taken some steps
to enable the municipalifies throughout
the State to raise more revenue.. They
were limited so far as striking the rates
wot  ocncerned. The limit whick was
fixed some vears ago was sufficient at that
tiine, but now it was necessary that greater
powers should he given to enable them to
realise a larger revenue than they could
obtain to-day. He wounld rather see in-
ereased subsidies paid on the amount of
rates realised, and all direct grants wiped
out.

Mr. WALKER: If the member for
Fast Fremantle had occasion to complain
of the diminution of the sum vated for
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suinidies; what about the members repre-
seuling oui-back constituencies? In bis
own clectorate (Kanowna) the reduction
of the suhsidy had cansed it to suffer very
considerably from lack of funds.

Mr. JOHNSON drew attention to the
state of the House.

Lells rung. a quorum formed.

1My, Taylor toek the Chair.]

Mr. WALKER : Considering the extra-
vagani voles the Committee had passed
for luxuries, voles which might well have
been curtailed, to have to submit to cur-
tailment in neecssary ecxpenditure for
good wovernment as he submitted was the
case in connection with these subsidies
for mining townships, was indeed a sad
reflection upon the condition of the State.
No worse advertisement eould be given
to the State than the neglect of the min-
ing municipalities. That they were ne-
glecited the Minister for Works and the
Minister for Mines knew well, and what
made it more difficult for these people to
bear up with their iinaneial obligations
under these circumstances was the fact
that occasionally promises were made,and
those promises were not always fulfilled.
‘We must attend to the outlying portions
of the State. Tt was these mining town-
ships that had made the State what it
was, and he was not sure that these small
mining towns were not of greater import-
ance to us than the larger townships, such
as Kalgoorlie. He maintained that the
mining industry was just as important to
the State in its present stage of develop-
ment as was agrieulture itself. The ad-
vancement of these mining localities did
not depend alone upon the Minister for
Mines. The Minister for Works and the
Treasurer each had to bear his share.
These outback places should be made de-
sirable in order that the people living ir
them might be content with their sur-
roundings. It was an objectionable fea-
ture in Government that there was neo
give and take, no allowance for special
circumstances, and no special induce-
ments offered where required. What
would have been known of Western Aus-
tralia, beyond a few miles from the coast,
had it not been for the mining pioneers?
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Yei when the pioneers had finished fheir
brave work, had conquered the desert
and brought wealih to the State, the Gov-
ernment in everyone of its departments
stopped expenditore and gave these out-
back districts no further chance of ad-
vancing. Il was not government; it
was blind fatuity, it was following des-
pairtng Fate. It was objectionable from
every standpoinl, and therefore he
would protest against this reduction of
subsidies Lo munieipalities, and against
the hard and fast rule which made no
distineLion between munieipalities. Muni-
cipalities  in  mining  constituencies
should be nursed and nourished, and
every inducement should be offered to
make, if possible, the people residing
in them feel contented with their en-
vironment, Yet to inecrease the
hardships in every direeHon seemed
to be the policy of the Government;
againgt that policy he emphatically
protested.

Item, Parks and Recreation Grounds,
ete., Grants for Mainterance and Improve-
ments, £4,50(:

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Some information
seemed necessary as to where this money
wag spent and to what purpose.

The TREASURER: Details of last
year’s expenditure under this heading
would be found on page 54 of the Gov-
ernment aceounts for that financial year,
The largest item was for the upkeep of
King’s Park, £2,300. Other items were
distributed aceording to the recuirements
of the different centres as represented to
the Treasury. There was an amount of
£300 spent at Kalgoorlie and another of
£100 for the Kalgoovlie reoads hoard.
Kanowna had had £25, while £250 had
been expended on Lake Monger.

dir. TFalker: Contrast that with Kan-
owna.

The TREASURER: In any such con-
trast the difference in population should
he considered.

Mr. WWalker :
tion.

The TREASURER: The hon. mem-
her had got his proportion.

Mr. 4. A. Wilson: How much for
Collie?

I want my fair propor-
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The TREASURER : Collie did not ap-
pear on the list. Collie evidently was
satisfied, for no application had been
made for a grant. Ii was necessary to
make application, when enquiries were

made into the neeessity for the grant
asked for.
Mr. OLOGHLEN: The explanation

given by the Treasurer was not wholly
satisfactory. Practically the whole of this
grant was being swallowed up by a few
parks and reserves. The Treasurer had
mentioned half a dozen different distriets
n recefpt of wrants; yet surely applica-
tions had been made from other portions
of the State which had not been treated
very favourably.

The Treasurer: I do not know one of
them.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: In the distribution
of these grants, due consideration was not
always paid to the various districts. He
trusted that a more equitable distribution
would come about in the future. As for
Collie, if the only reason why it had no
grant was its failure to make application,
possibly the Treasury would be double-
banked during this year. He hoped that
in regard to these granis every pari of
the State wonld receive equal atiention
from the Treasurer in next year's Esti-
mates.

Mr. TROY: In vespect to remote por-
tions of the State, the necessity should be
borne in mind of providing some means
of recrveation for the residents. He had
no desire ‘to cut down the grants given
to localities adjacent to the City; becaunse
he believed that money expended in the
provision of recreation grounds for the
people was wisely expended. Still, there
were loealities out-back where the people
had few if any advantages. The outlook
was barren, and in no sense eondncive to
enjoyment. ¥e knew of people living in
the mulga, on bare, barren plains, who
painfully enough collected among them-
selves a few pounds to provide a park and
plant trees. But it cost these people a
considerable amount for water, and he
thought that in order to encourage them
to remain where they were it was advis-
able that some consideration should be
given to them. The people living in re-
mote portions of the State Jaboured nnder
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many disadvantages, and special efforts
should be made to enconrage them to con-
tinue their work in the development of
the conutry. If the Treasurer would as-
sist in making these places worth [iving'
in, the people would remain there and
continue that good work of development.

Mr. WALKER: It was not for 1 mom-
ent contended that there should be as
much spent in Kanowna as in Perth or
Kalgvorlie; but it was altogether out of'
proportion that there should bhe over
£2,000 spent for recreation purpuses in
Perth proper, and only £25 spent in Kan-

owna. The contrast was too ex-
treme. It was fo be considered also
that apart altogether from King’s:
Park, which was costing between

£2,000 and £3,000 per anoum, Perth
was well supplied with recreation re--
serves. There were the Queen’s Gardens,.
the Zoological Gardens, the Government
Gardens, and the Domain; and then con-
tiguous to Perth, Subiaco and other sub-
urbs were all receiving similar grants for
their reserves. Oune municipality in the
Kanowna electorate which had not a tithe
of the population of Kanowna received
the same sum. It was not too mueh; the
point was that Kanowna was reeeiving too
little. There was na judgment in alloca-
ting this money. Why shounld not Perth
do its share of sackeloth and ashes? Why
was all the saving at the expense of out-
lving distriets? There would be no com-
plaint if King's Park had to do a little
economising while the depression existed.
The people in the metropolis should take
their fairr share of the retrenchment, and
more consideration should be given to the:
outlying munteipalities, whese services to
the State we could not too mueh appreei-
ate.

Mr. TROY: Would new loealities be-
added to the list of distriets sharving in
this grant?

The Treasurer: Certainly, if thev can
justify theiv claim.

Mr. TROY : Wag the maney allocated in-
proportion to population or in keeping
with the amounts collected in the distriets?

The TREASURER: First of all the
grants made in the past were considered,
then the efforts made locally to raise
funds. He assisted a ground that as-
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sisted itself by charging fees for ericket
pitches and such like. Of course popu-

laticn was taken into consideration, and -

a new place was given preference to an
alder loeality.

Mr, Walker: Are you punishing Kan-
owng for being old?

The TREASURER: The hon. member
should know Kanowna was suffering from
decay; the population was not sufficient;
there was not that enthusiasm to keep a
recreation ground going ;  but Kanowna
ot exactly the same treatment as any
other poldfields centre. He had always
endeavoured to give what the hon. mem-
ber asked: in faet the hon. member had
not asked for more than £25 and thought
he was generously treated.

Mr, Walker : 1 asked for all 1 could
wei. but could get no more.

The TREASURER: It would be well
if the responsibility for allocating this
fund eould be put on some proper basis,
snch as was done in regard to mechanies’
institutes aund fire brigades, the grants
in the former case being allocated on
the scale of financial membership, and
in the latter ease on the amount of eol-
lections made by the various brigades.
One could not fix on any basis for this
vote unless we made a hard and fast rule
and paid on amounts locally subscribed,
but if that were done not one ground in
twenty would receive assistance.

My. JOHNSON: Last year the expen-
diture had been kept under the vote, as
was usually done; and this year, al-
though the vote was reduced by £3500,
there would be a percentage kept in
hand. so that the amount to be distrib-
uted would be less than last vear’s ex-
penditure by £300. King’s Park re-
ceived £2300, and was to be given the
same sum this vear. Consenuently other
recreation grounds receiving the balance
over the £2.300 for King's Park would
have to be reduced. King’s Park should
suffer a proportionate reduetion.

The TREASURER : Last year £4,300
was spent, of which sum £2,300 went to
King's Park. This year he proposed to
spend £4,500, but King's Park would
receive no more than last year. The
fact was the grant to that park had been
reduced by him since in office £500 or £600,
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When this reduction was first made the
trustees struggied through for seven or
eight months, but then, during his
absence from the State, they obtained an
sdditional £300. The park was a big
one and took a lot of money to keep in
proper order, and surely none would like
to see it go to ruin.

Mr. MDOWALL : Coolgardie seemed
to have been omitted from the vote
altogether, notwithstanding the fact that
there was the finest garden there outside
of Perth.

Jtem, Police Benefit Fund pound
for - pound subsidy, £2,230:

Mr.- BOLTON : It would be remem-
bered that the House decided by resolu-
tion, and a promise was given by the
Ministry, that so far as practicable the
police would get one day’s leave a month.
Since the introduction of that reform the °
subscription of the constables to this
fund had been inecreased to the extent of
exactly one day's pay a month. In
other words, if the subscription of a
constable paid towards the henefit fund
were one day’s pay a month previously
to the reform, now, it was raised to two
days’ pay per month. That was never
the intention of Parliament. Perhaps
the Government had not understood the
question and had allowed the Com-
missioner to make an increased levy
on constables, corporals. and sergeants
to the extent of one day’s pay per month,
in order to make up for the one day's
leave & month granted to them. Owing
to this fact the subsidy paid by the
Government would also be increased.

Mr. COLLIER : Surely it would be
better to diseuss this question when the
Police Department Estimates were before
the Committee.

The CHATRMAN: An opportunity
would be afforded when that vote was
under discussion.

Mr. JOHNSOX : There was nention
in the Estimates of an expenditure during
last year of £72 in connection with the
Illingworth inquiry.

The CHAIRMAN : There was no such
item on this year's Estimates. for the
smn mentioned only referred to last
yvear's expenditure and was inserted for
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purposes of comparison.
not be discussed now.

Mr. JOHNSON : The money was paid
without the authority of Parliament.

The Treasurer: The item would he
mentioned in the Excess Bill.

Ttem, Price of Meat Commission, £500 :

Mr. ANGWIN : Would that sum pay
the cost of the Cormmission ?

The TREASURER : That was the
estimate, and he hoped it would pay the
cost,

Ttem, Gwalia Hotel—maintenance, in-
eluding salary and wages of Manager,
etc., £8,000:

Mr. ANGWIN: BSome explanation
was needed as to the management of the
hotel. A little while ago the manager
was severely criticised at an inquest held
on the hody of & man found near the hotel.
- The jury condemned the manager for the
manner in which the hotel was conducted
and, in fact, it was almost thought that
a case of manslanghter had occurred just
outside the premises. If this had hap-
pened to any ordinary publican for &
surety his licence would have been taken
away. Was inquiry made as to the
verdiet, and if so, was it found that the
verdict was in accordance with the facts ?
H it were not in accordance with the facts
then a statement should be 'made to that
effect.

Mr. BATH: A public inquiry was
held into the circumstances of the case,
and it was found that the charges were
absolutely unfounded. It was ascer-
tained subsequently that the foreman of
the jury was a hotelkeeper in Leonora.
There had been a great deal of hostility
between Gwalia and Leonora over the
question of the hotel at the latter place,
for it was said that it affected the inter-
ests of the Leonora people. With regard
to this item he feared that the original
idea for the establishment of the hotel,
which was to set an example as to how a
hotel should be conducted on lines which
would do away with many of the evils
consequent on the liquor traffic, had heen
departedfirom. Tt seemed that the idea
was possibly to help the Treasurer to
* square " the finances by making as
much money out of the hotel as possible.
Kudos had been taken by those running

The item could
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the hotel for the profit earned. He was
not anxious to see the hotel earn a big
profit as long as we protected the inter-
ests of the State as far as the expenditure
was concerned ; that was all that was
wanted.

The Treasurer: Do you want to reduce
the price ?

Mr. Angwin : Make the accommodation
cheaper.

Mr. BATH : There had been a request
made repeatedly for the establishment of
something connected with the hotel which
would be in the nature of a club room of
an elevating tendency.

The Minister for Mines: I ofiered to do
that for them, but they refused it.

Mr. BATH : At a deputation which
waited on the Minister at Gwalia
this request was made and the Minister
promised to accede to it. Now he would
certainly like to hear from the Minister
why these people had refused the offer,
because it had been a grievance of theirs,
About six months ago these people wrote
to him and asked him when the promise
was going to be fulfilled. Other Min-
isters had also been waited on with the
request that this room should be estab-
lished. ‘

The MINISTER FOR MINES : With
regard to the library promised in connec-
tion with the State hotel, he promised a
deputation which waited on him, that the
Government would build & club room
alongside the hotel ; that in fact it would
be a portion of the hotel and that it
would be controlled by a cornmittee, but
it would be under the management of the
manager of the hotel. They wrote to
him afterwards—he was speaking from
memory—and urged that in connec-
tion with the club room, that it was
their desire to have it apart altogether
from the hotel. He (the Minister) de-
clined to do that.

My, Gourley : On the same block ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
block was not big encugh, but he had
made arrangements with the association
for two blocks of ground to enable them
to make extensions. The Government
were prepared then to put up an addi-
tional room subject to this new building
being under the control of the manager of



Annual Estimates:

the hotel. The people at Gwalia desired
that. it should be under the control of
themselves, and that was the reason why
the work was not carried out,

Mr., SCADDAN : These people con-
tended that as the revenue derived from
the State hotel was really obtained from
the pockets of the residents of Gwalia,
a certain proportion should be returned
in the direction of building this club
room, and making it something of an
institute. There were some people at
Gwalia who would have an objection to
spending all their time at the hotel
premises. If this club room were sop-
arated by only a small lane from the
hotel premises, and the entrance faced
the railway line. then, even though it
were controlled by the manager of the
hotel to the extent the Minister desired,
he did not think there would be any
further difficulty about its construction,
He was afraid there had been some
misunderstanding because the people
were very keen about it.

[Mr. Daglish resumed the Chair.]

Mr. JOHNSON : Unless this proposed
institution was directly under the centrol
of the manager of the hotel, he douhted
very much whether the money available
could be used for the purpose of erecting
*it. If anything else were done, he
would certainly protest against the
money being spent. Why should we
provide the people of this locality with
an institute out of special funds ? We
hacl established an hotel there, and
fortunately for the State, it had turned
out a success, and now the people said
that simply because the State had a
hotel and derived certain profits from it,
they wanted the State to grant them
special consideration, more than was
granted to any other portion of the State.
If the Gwalia people wanted a separate
institute, they must get it erected on
the pound for pound subsidy system as
was done everywhere else. It would be
wrong to nse the hotel profits for that
purpose. On the other hand, he agreed
with members who urged the Minister
to make this establishment as small a
drinking concern as possible, and give
every facility for education and amuse-
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ment, but he wanted to scc this dune by
attaching the extra accommodation to
the building and placing it under the
control of the manager of the hotel.

Mr. GOURLEY : With regard to the
accommodation at the hotel at the
present time that was only for o select
few. The drinking section of the resi-
dents of Gwalia had only the hotel bar
to resort to. Asfar as other accommoda-
tion was oongerned, there were no
facilities offered for the working people
in that centre. As to the club room,
which would be a library and reading
room, as promised by the Minister, he
hoped the Minister would give favour-
able consideration to the request of the
residents, seeing the amount of revenne
that came irom that centre. Tt was the
duty of the Minister to give the facil-
ities that the people were asking for
namely, the provision of this library and
reading room. He hoped that the
request would receive favourable con-
sideration at the hands of the Minister.

Mr. TROY : Having had an oppor-
tunity recently of visiting this hotel he
had endeavoured to make himself ac-
quainted with the manner in which it
was conducted. It seemed to him that
the institution was socialistic in name
only. The management appeared to be
all that could be dcsired from a certain
standpoint. The manager was courteous
and obliging to those staying in the
house. Still there was a great difference
in his bearing towards the people living
in the district. There seemed to be
absolutely no sympathy whatever be-
tween the manager and those of the local
residents who patronised the bar. All
that was desired, it seemed, was that the
man who went in to get his drink should
have it, pay his money and go out and
sit against the verandah post until he got
thirsty again. It was essentially a
mercenary, money-making institution.
In his opinion there should be attached
to the hotel something in the nature of &
reading room. in which the miners could
find the newspapers and periodicals of the
day. Such ar adjunct would be a
distinct advantage. Again, they might
reasonably provide a room in which the
men could sit down of an evening and
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play 8 quiet game of cards, dravghts, or
the like.

- The Treasurer: Something of the sort
will be done.

Mr. TROY : It was wanted. While
he was up there it had been borne in apon
him that the customers of the hotel were
deserving of some further consideration
than they were receiving.

Mr. ANGWIN : On putting a question
a few minutes ago he had been answered,
not by the Minister but by the Leader
of the Opposition. He would like to
hear the reply confirmed by the Minister
for Mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Every-
body knew that there were a number of
sly-grog shops around the hotel. The
man who had met his death had obtained
his drink away feom the hotel. They
did not serve drunken men at the hotel.
Members opposite had appointed the
manager of that hotel, and they had
indeed made a good selection. The
manager never allowed drunken people
to be served with liquor, and the fact
that big profits had been made went to
show that he had attended to his duties.
An inquiry had been held into the cirenm-
stances of the fatality, and there was not
the slightest doubt that the unfortunate
victim had obtained his liquor from some
of the sly-grog shops which everybody
knew existed in that locality.

Mr. SCADDAN : That statement from
the Minister or from somebody else he
had been long waiting for. Truly every-
body knew that these sly-grog shops
existed—that was to say, everybody but
the police. Almost every camp in that
locality—known as ‘‘ Little Italy '—
was a sly-grog shop, and in view of the
statement made by the Minister that
men could not get drunk at the hotel but
could go to the sly-grog shops and get
rolling drunk, it seemed truly wonderful
that the police could not catch the offen-
ders. This matter had been exercising
the minds of the people of Gwalia for a
long time. While in Gwalia lately he
{(Mr. Scaddan) had been taken round and
shown a number of these sly-grog shops,
kept by Italians. Many of them had
skittle alleys sttached, where skittles
were played all night long. This was

[ASSEMBLY.]

Committee of Supply.

going on within a few hundred yards of
the police station, and yet these people
could not be caught. Serious reflections
were made upon the police up theve, and
no wonder, Certainly it was time that
something should be done. Tt wss @&
situation requiring serious consideration.

Mr. ANGWIN : From the reply of the
Minister it seemed that there had been
g lack of attention to official duty some-
where or other. On the evidence hefore
them the jury had condemned the admin-
istration of the hotel, and the coroner in
very strong .language had condemned
what had taken place in that institution.
This condemnation had heen published
throughout the length and breadth of
the State, and it was probably known
right across Australia that the only hotel
owned by the Western Australian Gov-
ernment was a disgrace to the com-
munity. It showed that something was
seriously wrong, Then the Minister had
said he had no fault to find with the jury,
but that the warden had on inquiry
proved that the coroner and the jury and
the evidence brought before them by the
police had all been entirely wrong. Some-
one was decidedly to .blame, and there
must be some reason for sheltering him.
It was said that the person in charge of
the jury was an hotel keeper at Leonora.
This gentleman was a justice of the peace.
In the circumstances either the warden
or the justice of the peace should be shift-
ed. Te was only right, if the manager of
the hotel had been injured by the verdict,
that the Ministry should clear him.

Itemn, Incidental, £2,500:

Mr. BCADDAN : There was an expen-
diture under this item of £38, a refund of
customs duties to the Governor. This at
10 per cent. probably represented about
£500 worth of goods the Governor had
imported. So we paid £4,000 & year to a
Governor to import all he needed except
probably eatables. This was not patri-
otic on the part of the Governor. Of
course His Excellency had the right to do
this, but were we justified in continuing
to pay Governors to act merely as figure-
heads if they did it ? If we could find
out exactly what cother sums were paid
to the Governor snch as this it would
probably mean that we were spending
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£5,000 a yvear instead of £4,000 in this
«clirection.

The TREASUHKER: It had always
been the arrangement that our Governors
-should be able to import goods for their
-own consumption iree of duty, but the
‘Commonwealth insisted on collecting
«ustoms duties on goods imported by
‘State Governors, just as they collected
-duties on goods imported by the States.

Mr. Scaddan : The Governor gets his
money here, and should get his goods
there.

The TREASURER : We must allow
His Excellency to import the goods if
he wished to do so. The agreement
heving been made with the Governor
that he should have his goods brought
in free of duty for his own consumption,
welhad no right to criticise his actions in
‘this respect.

Ttem, North-West
Disaster, £300 :

Mr. COLLIER : The sam of £198 was
:spent last year, and £300 was provided
«won these Estimates. To whom was the
'money to go ?

The TREASURER : The money was
‘to relieve the sufferers from the disaster.
‘The resident rmagistrate distributed it.
The sum provided this yvear included last
vear's expenditure,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Treasurer was absent ai a conference in
‘the East when the disaster oceurred, but
instructions were immediately telegraph-
ad to the'resident magistrate at Broome
to use his own discretion in relieving
suffering. A large sum was spent in
patrolling the coast to pick up bodies and
render assistance.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

Pearling Fleet

House adjourned at 11.20 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—IMMIGRATION, MR.
LANE’S WORK.

Mr. TROY (for Mr. Bath) asked the
Premier: 1, Is Mr. Lane, who is adver-
tising for immigrants in England for
Western Australia, acting on the instruc-
tions of the Government or the Agent
General in London? 2, Does he rveceive
any pavment from the W.A. Govern-
ment for his services 7 3, Is the Pre-
mier aware that eomplaintz have been
made against Mr. Lane for misrepresen-
tation and deluding immigrants 3 4,
Have these complaints been brought
under the notice of the Government ?
5, Is it a fact chat the Government have
repudiated responsibility for Mr. Lane’s
work in this regard? -

The PREMIER replied: 1. The Gov-
ernment are not aware of any soeh in-
structions having been issued. 2. I un-
dersland ihis gentleman has received
some fees from the Agent (eneral in
London for lecturing in January of last
vear. 3 and 4, No specifiec complaint has
been brought hefore the Guovernment.
3. Yes. exeept as set out in answer to
question No., 2.

QUESTION—SEWERAGE FILTERS.

BURSWOOD.
TROY (for Mr. Swan) asked
the JMinister for Works: 1. Has the

necessary machinery for spreading the
sewerage over the filters at Burswood
been purchased 7 2. If so. is this
machinery satisfactory ? 3, 1f not sat-
isfaciory, who is responsible for its pur-
chase ?



